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I. PREAMBLE 



1. Prisoner's role and importance in Nazi GERMANY are hard to 
assess. There is no convenient category into which he falls easily; 
his SSyrank was of no significance, and even during his most inf luentisGL 

y period he .was -a more Lt in the .Ge'rraea^ Atro^i Yet Prisoner's 

political influence has been of ••significance and has stretched further 
than the authority normally acjoc^^pd to a v/ell-loiovm political v/riter,' 

2. Prisoner's reputation v/as built primariPr on his shrewd analysis 

of foreign affairs. His constant* interest in high policy,, and personal 
knowledge of the politicians and officials who shaped it, showed him how 
tendous and potent the manipulation of power can \. i. There is no doubt 
, J.haM political ambitions aimed very high, ..uid that he considered 

-KiihS^^ya..futur.e Secretary or Under-Secretary of .'itate for Foreign Affairs. 

.., . and rank were unimportant and .••■ial influence, especially 

• could equally well be wielded by shadowy men 

^ behind the figures exposed to the public gaze. To Prisoner's 

diiiiad along this way, lay the road to high office ; it was but one step to 
emerge from the shadows, and assume the luantle of > .blio power. Such 
tactics required infinite finesse and a close kno .edge of the in»fighting 
methods among the Nazi hierarcl-y. After three fa e starts (ROHI.I, hrss and 
RIBBEWTROP), and p.-.rti.al obscurity in” 1542 -.nd 1945 Prisoner, but for the 
accident of Gorraan defeat and totco.! occupation,, might well ho.ve .achisired 
his cjabition, 

3. _ Prisoner did not regard himself as an unscrupulous opportunist. As 

. a. jour^list he liad observed the wrangles of politicians for many years 

f*' and prided himself on having few illusions; to him Fascism, democracy and 
Communism were but symptoms of the age-old clash of cultures, part of 
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the dynamic struggle bet\7een decay and growth, the pattern of history 
blindly and often brutally groping for fulfilment. N£iziam was injecting 
new vigour into a people forgetful of its destiny. In his youth, he had 
sat at the feat of Osv/ald SHSKGLER: his v/as SIENGIER’s philosophy 

brought up to date. 

When Prisoner first came into prominence in the early 1950s 
he advocated pseudo-Sooialism and State nationalism, ie the Gregor STOASSER 
kind of Nazism, Through his writings he persuaded the Conservative element 
to underwrite Nazism, arguing that the more repugnant aspects were mere 
teething troubles of a young revolutionary party. This was his first 
betrayal of the moral integrity on which he so loftil 3 '^ insists. 

4» Prisoner is a man of exceptional intellectual faculties and 

liter arj^ flair. Prom then onwards he interpreted Nazi expansion in 
terms of renascence of German "Kultur" his theme was German hegemony 
in EUROPE, cloaked in the deceptive verbiage of a "Federal., Europe •'» The 

mission of German Kultur, the degrading nihilism of '’■Jtoerifceto^aaBHAs " , the 
mechanistic barbarism threatening from the East, the decadence 'and 
hypocrisy of British Imperialism, all these were recurrent topics in his 
writings, served up with a seemingly rational erudition in which shre^vd 
historical and social analysis, insidious half-truths and astonishing 
fallacies constantly interiTiingled. 

5. Prisoner's claini that he was not a Nazi is not well founded. 

He was not, it is true, a believer in the Nordic blood nyth. Ho can 
point to his frequent clashes with the Propaganda Ministryj with B0BMANN> 
DIETRICH, GOEBBELS and RIBBENTROP, to his cautious public and open 
private criticism during the final stages of the Third Reich ("The war 
is lost - let us save CSIRMANY"), and finally to his timid intrigues to 
have the, ae he believed, more malleable HIMMLER replace HITLER, But 
in 1940 T/hen German domination over EUROPE v/as almost complete. Prisoner 
could still talk of moral values> reasoning post factum, as he had done 
before, that external force was an urdmpOf tant trapping of a trans- 
itional stage v/hich would weld EUROPE into the political and cultural 
unity of a Pan-Gerraanic Commonwealth, thus proving once more to the. 
intellectual and doubting minority that Nazi methods were historically 
inevitable, and, therefore^ excusable and in the long ruh \rcdiDportant, 

The record of the Nazi regime is a grim historical fact, for which 
Prisoner must accept some responsibility. His share in the war guilt 
was that he shored up a vicious and cowax'dly dictatorship by giving it 
moral values and a historical perspective v/hieh he knew to be false. 

This is his second, irreparable betra 3 ''al. 

History of the Case • 

6. Prisoner came to DIG from MISC OBERURSEL on 12 JVl 46, but 
reports produced by other agencies on tliis case were not available at 
the time. Interrogation was, therefore, hampered by lack €>f back- 
ground material. When earlier reports on Prisoner came to hand these 
proved to contain a more detailed account of the facts thfin Prisoner 
can recall now after a considerable lapse of time. 

Many questions in the Brief iiave already been fully covered 
by previous reports, and Prisoner has nothing new to add. In fact., 
such infm as he has given falls s^ort of previous statements. Further, 
on the basis of the "Dustbin" Report, apparently mrwarr anted assumptions 
have been made linking Prisoner with political and economic espionage. 
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For instance, a whole paragraph (para 8) of the "Dustbin" Report 
is devoted to "WIRSING-'s Probable Activities" and contains hints 
and predictions not substantiated by data but, based, it would se-em, 
wholly on the previous interrogators' hxinches. Each of these red . 
herrings has greatly dolaj^ed investigation. 

8» Prisoner was at first sullen and unhelpful, since he had 

been given to understand by his American 10 tha.t ho was about to be 
released. He has since changed his attitude and co-operated to 
the best of his .ability, "J;T" Association with K.H, KElflMER (Prisoner 
dig) has confirmed that Prisoner has not been hedging on any of the 
questions put to himj. 



II. PERSONAL HISTORY 



9* Career 



15 Apr 07 

1925 

1929 



1930 

1932 

Sep - Dec 32 

1933 



Oct 33 
1934 

End 34 



Summer 36 
Jon. - Mar 
1938 

Apr - Aug 38 
Jan - Mar 39 
Sep 39 



Jan 42 
Feb 42 



Born in SCHWEINFURT/ilAIN. 

Studied sociology and politiced science. 

Became assistant to Prof BRIWiftiANN at Institute 
of Social and Political Sciences at HSIDEIBEiRG- 
University, ^During the next few years visited 
Eastern European and Balkan covmtries. 

Took Doctor's degree at HEIDEUBERG Universityk 
Asst Editor - "Die Tat". 

Published his first book; "ZvTischeneuropa 
und die deutscho Zukunft". 

Went to BERLIN as free-lance J'^urnalist, and 
became an active contributor to "Die Tat". 
Yforked in the Infm Sect of League of Nations 
in GENEVA. 

Continued free-lance journalism. Published 
his second book: "Deutschland in der Welt- 
politik". Went to ITAI;Y and YUGOSLAVIA* 

Asst Editor of MUnchener Neueste Nachrichten, 
Published his third book: "Kdpfe der Welt- 

politik". ■ 

Became political editor of "Mdnchener Neueste 
Nachrichten" and editor of "Die Tat", 

Travelled v/idely in EUROPE for his papers, . 
during the next few years. 

Editor-in-chief of I.fl'JN, 

First journey to the MIDDLE EAST- 
Publication of fourth book: "En^ldnder, 

Juden & Araben in Faldstina", 

Visit to USA. 

Second journey to MIDDLE E.'iST. 

Accepted hon position in Infm Sect of Ausw Amt, 
in addition to his duties as editor of 15NN and 
"Die Tat", now renamed "Das XX Jahrhundert". 
Publication of fifth book: "Der Mfisslose 

Kontinent". - 

Volimtarily joined the Army, His position as 
editor of the MNN had become xintenabl© as a 
result of several editorial articles 
favouring a lenient policy towards FRATJCE, 
("There is no such thing as a "soft" or "hard", 
policy, onljr '-ase or a stupid one".^, ■ 
Promoted Sdf (z) in Kriegsberichter Ebinp* 
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Apr 42 



Dec 42 
Jan 43 



Spring /^4 

1944 

• SuiTuner 44 



Oct 44 - Mar 45 

Mar 45 
1 Jun 45 



War Correspondent in RUSSIA, attached 56 
Pz Corps. There wrote memorandxAis criticising 
German treatment of Russians, This memo he 
managed to give personally to Gen WACJIER, 

Deputy Chief of GS,0KH, WAGNER apparently 
passed it on to HITLER, for some months 
later Prisoner was ordered hy BORMANN not 
to write again on Russian affairs during 
the war. 

Ill: returned to GERI;IANY, 

Attached to 0ILW/^7/Pr (Wehrmacht Propagaxida), 
working on Wehrmacht publication "Signal". 
•Brief visits to PRANCE, SPAIN, ITALY and 
DEIWiRK. 

Promoted Lt. 

publication of sixth book: "Das Zeitalter 
des Hear os", 

"Das XX Jahrhundert" was suppressed by 
Propaganda I,C.nistry as a result of an 
article on Hieronymus BOSCH ('Allegorical 
inveotlvd*). 

Wrote EGMONT Reports for RSH^v VI, and 
became SCHSTlENBERG's political adviser. 
Evacuated v/ith Amt VI staff to BAVARIA, 

Arrested by American CIC in BAD TOLZ, 

BAVARIA. 



1 Political 

1933 
Nov 38 
Summer 40 
Autumn 40 



Member of Reichspressekammer, 
Hptstuf in Allg SS. 

Joined NSDAP (no rank or office). 
Stubaf in Allg SS. 



1 1 , Decorations 



Sumner 42 
Summer 42 



ICVK 2nd Class, 
EK 2nd Class. 



III. COliTACTS WITH CIS 

1 2, Investigation has not substantiated any of the suggestions 

m3.de in the brief, but there is no doubt that had Prisoner been 
approached to undertake special missions for Abv/ or Amt VI, he would 
have gladly done so (this on his own admission). In fact, by some 
oversight, no use was made of Prisoner's wide European experience 
and contacts. Prisoner is, therefore, almost exclusively a 
"political" case: as already stated, he played a significant role in 

the ideological and political field. The only exception to this 
is Prisoner's v/ork as i.GMONT, virheri he was given access to Amt VI 
material. Here again, the motive which prompted Prisoner to engeige 
in high-level evaluation of int reports was entirely political. An 
account of this aspect ci* Prisoner's activities will be found at 
Ai.ppendix A. 




League of Nations 



Prisoner denies that his appointment in 1932 as public 
Relations assistant in the Section d'Inf oriTiation of the League a£ 
Nations in GENEVA vas engineered in any way tlirough I-iax ILQtER. At 
that tine ’'risonfer was knovm for his anti-Big Business politics, 
and IG- PARBEN v/as one of his favourite windmills. , It is, therefore, 
unlikely that IG PARBEN would have gone out of their -^vay to help 
a young journalist who delighted in slinging mud at their org. 
Prisoner obtained his position through TEPJLd?, a friend, who was 
then an official in the League of Nations office (?) in BERLIN. 
Prisoner believes that TERHiiR at the saiae time worked in the Infm 
Sect of the IG PARBEN: this is, however, the onljr possible link 

he can trace, 

IS PARBEN Int Service ^ 

Prisoner denies any contact with this org. Max IL®IER 
he claims to have met for the first time after his arrest in 
OBERURSEL. He further denies that he v/as ever approached by 
this or any other org to. carry out industrial, technical, econordc 
or political espionage abroad, Lastl^r, he was not aware that 
SCHELLENBERG had in mind a reorganisation of Abw which would have 
made a wide use of the IG PilECBEN Int Service, 

Poreign Correspondents of MNN 

Prisoner a.t first denied tlxit any of the t'iNN correspondents 
abroad were also working for the GIS. He later admitted that he 
had heard that his Portuguese and Hungarian reprosenta.tives were 
"somehow" coiuiected with it. In vie-w of the [Propaganda Ministry 
ban on GIS- activities, he took pains not to investigate the truth 
of these rumours; in any case, he took the view tliat as long as 
his correspondents fulfilled their duties to the paper, it v/as .no 
concern of his whcit they did in their spare time; furthermore, he 
realised that they were likelj? to acquire sources of infm which 
'would incidentally benefit his paper. 



The following is a 


list 'of IINN correspondents during the war: 


SWEDEN 


Graf von TOGGENBURG (formerly UK) 


SWITZERLAiro 


BRlUTIGiiM (formerly PRANCE) 


TURIffiY 


SCm-UTZ, Walter 


HUNGARY 


KORNHUHSR (Note; Worked for SD) 


--SPAIN 
■LISBON . 


HAGERG*^ 

BRAGG^WTNot^ Worked for KO PORTUGAL) 


PINIJI© 


Graf IG^IYPHAUSEN 


USA 


VTERECK (Later arrested as Gerinan agent; 




see Appendix D, para 13) 


USSR 


Dr Klaus MEHNERT, 




later Prau Ur PQRZGEN' 


ITALY 


Egon HSY1/I/\N]'J 


BULGIiRIA 


Otmar }£ERTH 


ReUMANIA 


Name forgotten 


■ JAPAN 


jiTvid BALK. 



All his correspondents were instructed to send prisoner 
weekly or fortnightly confidential reports on the political 
situation, including gossip on personalities, rtunours from energy 



countries, and other natter which he could not print. He 
nain tains that those reports were for his ovm infn only arid, 
except for material on SE EUROEE, were not sho'm to anyone else. 
Prisoner states tliat in this way he was able to build up an 
excellent infra service, which was often better informed than 
official sources, 

16, Contacts with Abvr’ ' 

a) Obstlt von LOSSOW 

Von LOSSOW had formerly been the editor of "Illustrierter 
Rimdfunk" in BERLIN and a personal acquaintance of Prisoner’s, 

During the war this imn worked in x\st IIUNICH (Note; I W±, Ast 
J/IUWICH, later Lexter I, Ast MUNICH) and came to see him about 
once a month. Von LOSSOW was interested in receiving news about 
■ commercial and economic conditions in SE EUROPE, and discussed 
with Prisoner at length the current sitxiation. Prisoner allowed 
him to read the confidential reports from KORNHUBSR and SCHJ.1IT2, 
vvhich he judged to be reliable. Prisoner cannot say to what 
use LOSSOV/ put the very general infm he obtained from him. He 
denies that LOSSOW ever asked him to pass on certain briefs to . 
his correspondents abroad, 

Maj SOLI! 

Prisoner had flatly denied that SOU.i was an Abw offr. 

He states that SOLM was his ir.modiate chief in ViTehrmacht propaganda, 
and the offr responsible for the publication of "Signal”, To the 
best of Prisoner’s knowledge, SODA was not connected with ai\y Abw 
work (this is borne out by our own infra, v/hich gives SOLM as Head 
of Gruppe IV b, OItvV/V Fr), 

c) Dr lf:verkuhn 



Prisoner states that LEVERKUHN was a friend of SODJ's, In 
43 SOLM asked Prisoner to meet this man, who, SOLM said, v/ould be 
arriving from TURKEY and was exceptionally well informed on Turkish 
affairs, and on r elations betv/een the V/estern Allies and the USSR as 
as seen from that part of the world. Prisoner met LEVERIU3HN in SOLM’s 
office, and questioned him on these subjects. Prisoner claims that 
this is the only contact he had v/ith LEVERKUHN, Prisoner was not 
av/are that he was head of KO TURKEY. 






KtEffiNSTBBiSR 



Prisoner has met this man twice but their relations were of 
no int interest, ;in account of the meetings is given in Appendix D, 
para 29, 



e) Knowledge of KOs 



Prisoner states that he can give NO infm on KOs SWEDEN, SPAIN 
or PORTUQt'iL. Except in the case of KLEYENSTUBER, he does not know the 
names of offrs attd to these orgs. 
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■APEEMDIX A 



THE ”E@IQMT" REPORTS 



NOIO : This Report should be read in conjunction with 

the following reports; 

FIAT ("DUSTBIN")- R^3Port IN FIAT EP 254-82 (WIRSING) 
dated 1 8 Jan 46. 

Draft Report fron MPIU No 3 dated 30 Jul 45* 
Counter-Intelligence Y/ar Roora Liquidation Report No 6 
SF 52A/22(5) - W.R.C* 3a, dated 9 Oct 45. 



This report dees not set down the results' of the 
detailed investigation, since the subject tos already 
been fully cover od in the above reports; it merely 
elaborates points on vAiich Prisoner has given 
additional infra. In view of the nature the Brief, 
scane repetition is inevitable. 

Intr oduc tion 

Prora Oct 44 until Mar 45, RSIUi. VI published its own 
analyses of world affairs which wdre circulated only at highest 
levels. These reports, \7hich appeared at irregular intervals - about every 
two or three weeks - were called "ICOIONT" Reports and classified 
"Top Secret". Per sone tine SCHELIENBERG, the ambitious head of 
Ajat VI, liad been an opponent of HITLER'S and RIBBENTROP's foreign 
policy, and considered that HITLIIE was badly advised by the Ausw Arat, 

Through his "EGa!?0NT" Reports, which reached HITLER through HEMMIER, 
SCHELIENBERG, by giving what prisoner calls "unbiased repor-te-" of 
political trends, aimed , to c ounteract RIBBENTROP's influence and, 
if possible, to oust RIBBENTROP groin his position. 

At the tine, SCJJELLELLBERCj,' s main preoccupation was the 
Jttecessity of concluding an-’ irarnediate peace with the Western Allies, 
in order to seilvage as much as he could from a CEEH/iNY which, he 
considered, had plainly lost the war; he based his hopes for a 
German renascence on the pattern of events v/hich followed the 1914 — 

IS war. To have said so openljr in a report which was read by HITTER, 
would have been considered high treason, but SCHEIXSNBERG, by 
presenting "objective" reports - GERIvlANY's position in world affairs 
being, on any showing, depressing enough counted on persuading 
HITLER to listen to the "moderates"., and failing this, to, convince 
HIIdvlLER of the urgent need of betraying his "God" and removing the 
man who stood in the way of the long-term salvation of GERJ4ANY, 

Although HIMMER seems to have accepted the general argument behind 
the "LjGMOI'JT" Reports, he could not bring himself, until it was too 
late, to take the drastic step of ovcrthrovd.ng HITLER; HIMMLER'S 
final peace talks v/ith Count BL^NBDOTTS are historiceil facts too 
well known to need recapitulation here, SCHEIX.SNEERG saw in 
HIMMLER the only man in GERMANY capable of taking over control from 
HITLER, and possessing sufficient autLiority to conclude an immediate 
peace. Prisoner now claims that he himself never saw in HIMMLER 
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more than the head of an inter ini gove-rniTient for a strictly 
limited period and mentioned BRUNIMG as a possible successor; 
but these v/ere only nebulous formulations doubtfully accepted by 
SCH3LLENEEKG;. the main point of agreement beti'/een SCH5LIIENBBRG 
and Prisoner wa.s that HITLER must be removed, HDftjLER hesitated 
until it was too late, and the- real aim of the "ECSJONT" Reports 
came to nothing, 

2, V7IRSING v/as the man chosen by SCHELLENBERG to produce 

the "EQiOrW" Reports. His relations with SCHELLENBER6 in this 
connection have been admirabl 3 )- summed up in Liquidation Report 
No 6, Counter-Intelligence War Room, dated 9 Oct 45; ~ 

, "The essential conception of SCHELLEKBERG' s int 

service v/as the preparation by ij.it VI of a properly 
coordinated sumi-aarj;- of political int from all 
available sources; and SCHELLENBERG to achieve 
that end did not hesitate to go be 3 /’ond the recognised 

organisation of jtot VI A striking example is 

his use of Dr vVIRSING in the preparation of the 
"EGMONT" Reports, Dr WIRSING was a journalist and 
author of note whose grasp of political affairs 
SCHELLENBERG much admired. He was, however, in no 
sense an /mt A/I offr or agent. But SCHELLENBERG, 
recognising Viis ability (Note; and also a kindred 
nentalit 3 r and political aiabition) decided that 
■ WIRSING, with his wide knowledge of political 
affairs and his training as a political v/riter, was 
better fitted for the task he ha>d in mind than an 3 '‘ 

Amt A/I offr, and did not hesitate to invite WIRSING 
to prepare reports on political matters for Amt A/I. 

The rev.'arkablc feature is that AATRSING v/as given 
access to all Aiat Y1 material likely to be of ■ 
assistance to him. With this material at his 
disposexl -A/ERSING prepared reports on various 
aspects of political importance which were in 
turn passed to the Zontral Bdro (of /ant A/l)- for 
further distribution as the "Egrnont Berichte". 
SCHELLEKBERG had calculated in this way to have 
these reports, which attempted to be a true assess- 
ment of a deteriorating situation, passed through 
HBfflvILER to HITLER with the hope that the foreign 
policy of the Reich would be framed to meet 
realities v/hich HITLIilR v/ould not face". 



3« Origin of Name 

In 1942, Prisoner, while a war-correspondent in RUSSIA, 
produced a raemoranduun for ADK IV severely criticising the Geriaan 
adm in occupied RUSSIA. This memo reached HITLER, or, at any 
rate, his immediate entourage, and Prisoner was considered a 
carping critic for his remarks. Prisoner, furthermore, had a 
long-standing disagreement with GOEBBELS and the propaganda 
Ministry and had also personally offended RIBBENTROP by refusing 
to take over the Infm Sec of the Ausw Amt in 1941 (see Appendix B). 

In order, therefore, not to prejudice the value of the Arat A/I 
reports, it was agreed b 3 r SCHELIENBERG that they should appear 
anon3Tnously as "EQIONT" Reports. EOiONT refers to a quotation 
from GOETHE'S ’’EGMOKT'': "It is not meet to oppose the fcing, yet . 

one must stand in the \/ay of the king who takes the first unfortunate 
steps alon£i the \srong path". "Kiiog" obviously is not a v^ry 
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subtle allusion to HITTER, v/hile it speaks against Prisoner’s 
acunen that he shoxald consider that HITLER made the first 
mistakes in autumn 

4* It was a condition of Prisoner's verbal agreement . 

vdth SCILELIEI'TBERG that HITLER, GOEBBSLS, RIBH5NTR0P and BOBIAHN 
should in no circumstances be informed of his activities as 
In case of inquiry, SCHEIEENBERG would claim . 
authorship himself, but no query of this nature ever arose. 

The follov/ing persons v/ere aware that Prisoner was the author 
of 'EGHONT”: HBU^IER, ILdi^TEI'IDRUNTER, the Gruppenchefs of Amt VI, 

the staff of the Zentralbdro of Aiat VI, KRJttER(by special 
permission of SCHELLENBIRG) , TROTT zu SOLZ and Dr Alexander 
'aERTH (both of the Kul Pol Abt- of Ausw Arat), 

5* Prisoner's Rela'dons with SCHEIEEKBERG 

In early 2^4^ Prisoner's friend, TBOTT zu SOLZ, mentioned 
in the course of political discussions, that SCHELIEILESRG v/as, 
for an SS Gen, a "reasonable'' man, and roight be a useful cohto.ot, 

He> TROTT, would arrange a vaeeting botv/een Prisoner and 
SCHET iTENBER G> TROTT was executed for his part in the 20 July 

plot, but he had already arranged for a meeting and through 
SCHELLEKBERG' s adjutant, SCI-fi/IITZ Prisoner met SCHELLENBERG for 
a drink at the Hotel Adlon in Sep .44* SCHELLENBERG told 
Prisoner that he had read., and agreed with, Prisoner’s most 
recent book "Das Zeitalter des Ikaros", which contained some 
veiled criticisms of HITLER, Prisoner then plunged into a 
long talk on the political situation, the gist of which hinted 
that the vvar was lost, and that in order to get the bast, terms, 
(ERLLLMY must make peace now, while she still heid some tangible 
assets v/ith which she could bargain, eg a partially effective 
V/ehriiiacht and occupied territories. Furthermore, prolongation 
of the war would cause fxirther needless destruction in (SRllANY 
and possibly dangerous internal political repercussions, SCHELL- • 
EKBERG asked Prisoner v/hether he was av/are tha.t his viev/s. were 
opposed to hitler’s* Prisoner replied that he had no infm as to 
, what HITTER’S viev/s roight be, but asked whether HITLER had access 
to reports which might enable him to form a dispassionate, objective 
judgement, ' SCHELLENBERG did not answer directly, but asked 
Prisoner whether he v/ould be prepared to undertake the evaluation 
of all international material from Amt VI special sources, for use 
at highest levels From this discussion . the "EQ.'roNT” Reports \7ere 
initiated, 

6* In the following months, Prisoner remined in closest 

contact with SCHELLENBERG, and became, in fact, his political 
adviser. Prisoner made it clear to SCHELLENBERG that he would ^ 

. not consent to become an official of Aiat VI, or even agree to work 
in the Amt VI offices, SCHELLENBERG therefore instructed his 
Zentralbtiro that every day the relevant Arat VI files should be 
sent to Prisoner's flat; these were collected ag^in. next cLajr and 
a new batch delivered. This sornc^vhat peculiar' emra-ngement seems 
to have functioned satisfactorily, and saved Prisone^:^ the trouble 
of wrestling \dth adiu routine, 

7* About once a v/cek, or once a fortnight ~ accordA^^ "to the 

general situation - Prisoner visited SCHELLENBERG at his 
and they spent an afternoon going; tlirough the draft "EG^ilON^S^’* Report 
which Prisoner Imd brought with him, SCHELLENBERG rarely 
major alterations, and Prisoner took this opportunity to rais"^ 
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specific points which co'old only be briefl3^ touched on in. the 
reports, on which he considox'’ed SCFELLEKBERG should take action 
(see para 11 ). 

8* Prisoner's knov/ledf^e of GIS 

prisoner claims tlxat his knowledge of GIS org and 
personalities v/as slight, and that although he had access to 
GIS material, he considered himself an outsider and abstained from 
closer inquiry, If^isoncr denies having an^^ knov/ledge of GIS 
methods of obtaining int from £?.broad. He claims to have been 
aw.?jre of the existence of the KDs, but denies knowledge of details. 
There is no reason to disbelieve Prisoner on tliis point, since 
extensive knov/ledge of the GIS org was not necessary for the 
production of EOv-iOMT Reports. 

At the beginning of Prisoner's collaboration with ijnt VI, 
SCHjSLLETIBERG gave Prisoner a general outline of the GIS, and 
specifically^ of the /uat VI org, v/ithout disclosing int methods. 
Prisoner states tliat as a Journalist, he had hitherto had a lav 
opinion of the c.fficiencyr of the GIS, and was surprised by the 
quality^ of infrn available. SCHELLENBERG introduced Prisoner 
to the heads of his Gruppen, a.nd Prisoner recalls meeting Standf 
SiJviDBERGlR , Standf- STEIME, Oatubaf Pi&'*PGEN, Ostuf CL/^SSEN, .MaJ 
OlilETZ and Oberf eldrichter SCHON. SANDBERGER later explained 
to Prisoner the intv^rnal adm of Arat VI. , When iii'nt \rT evacuated 
to BAVi-iRIA in spring 45, Prisoner met Stubaf OHLBRUCK^ Obst BUNTRCXDK 
and 0 stubaf DAH^LD. 

CQ^tents of Reports 

Prisoner claims that after a y^ear*s inprisoni:aent, his 
memory is beginning to fail, and he is therefore unable to 
reconstruct the contents of his reports* He states, on the 

other hand, tha.t he 'wrote a fairly complete surnmary of his 
reports while he was in /imerican captivity, and could certainly;- 
not iraprove on it. It is not believed that I^isoner is evading 
the issue on this point; to reconstruct the twelve or thirteen 
reports after this lapse of time would, certainly^ be a feat of 
memory. For the sake of completeness. Prisoner's previous 
reconstruction of the ’T]av[ORT'* Reports, taken from the DUSTBIN 
Report, IN PL.T EP 324-82 (VvLRSING) dated 18 Jan 46, is reproduced 
below; - 

(NOTE; The reports are surrii'iiarised month by month, as Prisoner claims 
that he could not remember which events were treated in each 
separate report) 

’^October 1 %-4 

m — 

ROOSEVELT'S and CHURCHILL'S QUEE?;iC Conference results in 
the- renewed deterniination for victory in Europe 'before_ the Par 
Eastern victory. Considerable disagreements with RUSSIA as 
evinced by the decroasc-d lease-lend deliveries. No oo-ord- 
ination of i\nglo-iiraorican and Russian conduct of war. This, 
however, isaay not be interpreted to indicate that an open con- 
flict between the tvYo groups can be expected before GERMANY'S 
defeat. It means that there vdll be a race for BERLIN. As 
the stabilisation of the Germn front in the West has come as 
a surprise to EIiJEl]HO\iQ]:R and MONTGO}.iEEY, an opjportunity presents 
itself for initiating negotiations vdth the Western Powers". 
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(in one of the first reports, Prisoner i.-.eirtioned Christraas 
i+4 as the last date by v/hich contract v/ould have to be raade 
with SISEI'MOv'lER, any later date v/ould lessen GERI/LfiNY's 
chances). 

" Hovenber 44 

STALIN 's first turning against JiiPiiN demonstrates 
that RUSSIA is sensitive to /j.ierican pressure in the matter 
of deliveries (STnLIN's speech at the beginning of Nov 
shortly before the- ROOSLVELT elections). Everything 
indicates tlc.t the Par East problem is in the foreground 
of iiuerican politics (regardless of the QUEBEC agreement), 
ROOSEVELT uses negotiations for deliveries as a means to 
obtEiin Russian participation in the Par East war, urgently 
demanded by public opinion in the United States. STALIN *s 
speech is the first concession in this respect. By 
virtue of her sphinx-like behaviour in the Par East, RUSSIA 
holds the key to the general situation, (ERJIANY raay fear 
that the imiericans will trade Russian concessions in the 
Par East problem for concessions r.vade to the Russian view- 
point on Europe a.nd particularly on CERl>.jiiITYf Therefore, 
the need for early negotiations with EISSHHOVvER becomes 
still more urgent. These negotiations make sense only 
before complete /.^uerican-Russian agreement is reached, in 
which, of necessity, the European and Far Eastern problems 
arc being balanced. ' • 

"In EI'IC-IiiND no vital interest in this horse-tra,ding of 
the two others. Groat internal tension over foreign policy, 
by wiiich EDEN himself is affected. The inner circle of 
the Tories is vitally interested not to have the Russian 
influence in Europe become too preponderating, since this 
would be in contradicticn to t. e poliOy of balance of power. 
The first contact of this influential Tory circle with the 
Conservative Roman Catholic forces everywhere in Europe. 

In this connection especically important the role of BIDAULT, 
who maintains very close contact, not only with the Vatican 
but also in ENGELillD with persona.llties like VOIGT and others. 
Important in this connection CHURCHUjL's visit In PARIS on 
11 Nov (plans for western Block)." 

"Importance of this e,lso recognised in MOSCOY/, hence 
invitation to DE GAULLE and BIDAUET to come to. MOSCOW; this 
came as a decided surprise during CHURCHILL'S presence in 
PfJaS". 

."There re.mains a slight chance for GER1.1ANY to make contact 
^itty th^.se.,,Rir.ples,,, e.spectylly, VI ha,s„ contacts with 

MMING through LWIT2ERLlf]D. " ' 

(NOTE: Prisoner liad net BRUNING in 1932, but claims that he 

had not kept contact v/ith him, Yfhen TROTT and Prisoner were 
looking for a suitable figvorehead for a new Government, 
BRUNING 's narae v/as mentioned, TROTT then said that he .was 
in contact with BRUNING through. Prisoner 1 mlieves, .aii 
Aiiierican who v/as working, at the International Bank in BASLE, 
and Anton BOIM, of the ausv/ Avit, was also in correspondence 
through another source., SCIELLEIEERG himself had another, 
personal contact to BRUNING through SWITZERLAND, but- nothing 
further is known to Prisoner. I^isoner cannot say hew-far 
BRUNING was aware of developments inside ($RIiAN.Y> ^ut- thinks 
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"that, up to 20 July, he v/as kept inforned by TROTT. ) 

"In the follov/ing is given the pivotal point (Note 1 
belov/) of t!ie entire series of EGMONT reports: The 

Catholic and Conservative 'Ving cannot possible negotiate 
with GERJIiiNY without first e-stablishing preliniinary 
conditions in internal politics. The attempt to 
capitulate only in the ¥est pre-supposes the establishment 
of corresponding preliminary conditions:-- 

a) in the Roman Catholic problems, 

b) in the Jevdsh probiem (Note 2, belovv), 

c) in the policy in the territories still 

occupied, especially in rENH/'iEK and NORiJjiY. 

Unless this is done, (TiK 'iJ'TY is unable to negotiate even 
with those circles in ENGLj'iM) and /I'lERICA which view with 
disfavour so great a Soviet preponderance in EUROPE. 
Reference to utterances in this sense by the /wmerican 
DULLES in SWITZERLAND, and by /toericans in LISBON. " 

" (Note 1 ; The main point, ie HITLER'S resignation or 
renrava,! could naturally not be- included by SCHELLENBERG 
c-xpressls verbis in the report. It was made evident 
by the above-mentioned preliminary conditions, which 
HITLER would never have been able to fulfil, and HD-ffilLER 
naturally only as a transitional solution for quite 
different forces. Therefore, in the last EGSvIONT report, 
the proposal v/as made to ask BRUNING to form the new 
government ) " 

"( Note 2 : Neither HITLER nor HIIfid^ER understood the 

a,bove-mentioned reasoning. The only result was that 
SCHELLENBERG began negotiations with a member of the 
Swiss Council (Ex-president MUSY) - for. the purpose of 
freeing Jews who were still in German hands; this was 
later stopped by HITLER. The second consequence was 
the granting of a few small concessions to DENJIARK and 
NORi'vYY and to some of the French who had been arrested; 
these concessions v/ere, hov/ever, nullified by the 
Gestapo. )" 



"De-cev;ber 1 9/iif 

In MOSCO'J anti -Japanese propaganda continues to be 
moderate. The main problem of ^mierican-Russian relations 
still rer.iains open. So long as this is the case there 
remains the infinitesimal cha.nce of saving the unity of 
ffiRJ'IANY under /inglo-Am.crican occupation. On the other 
hand the result of DE GAULLE 's and BIDAULT's visit in 
MOSCOW is a renewed defeat for the Tories, RUSSIA 
demonstrates by this tliat she too insists on spc’aking 
decisively in Western European mtters, Infm indicates 
that no final agreement has yet been reached on the 
problem of t; e German zones beyond the decisions reached 
in TEHER/iN. GERM/iNY must take advantage of this 
before it happens. In JAPiiN first inklings of a move to 
form a cabinet for peace negotiations under KONOYE, " 
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" Battle of the Bul^e Interrupts Reports 

With the beginning of the LUXEIIDURG offensive the 
reports are interrupted for a while in order to await 
the results. V/hen Prisoner heard of this plan a short 
while before, he told SCHELLEMBERG that all chances 
which still existed would be ruined if the offensive 
was not a huge success, something which could hardly be 
expected, SCtDDLIiENBERG said tlriat no-one could dissuade 
HITLER froo this plan. He gave Prisoner to understand 
that HD'IFiLEI? was too undecided to act openly against 
HITLER - although SCHELLEl''iDERG, too, clearly saw that 
that r.ioment offered irrevocably the last chance* 

"Beginning January 1 945 

The LUXEIIBURG offensive,- though not absolutely 
decisive, has been relatively successful in that the 
ijnerican deploynent has boon considerably disturbed for 
some tirae and in that GERH/iNY has proved that it still 
exists. It is all t; e nore important now to draw the 
political consequence from this, especially since 
everything indicates an early conference of the. Big 
Three, This is repeated urgently at the end of 

January. In the meantime, the great Russian offensive 
has, as could be foreseen, ruined the preliminary 
conditions which were the basis of the EG3.^0NT reports 
of October, Hoveuber and December (Renev/od interruptions 
of the reports)", 

" End of Eet>ruary 1 945 

Detailed analysis of the YALTR conference (this 'report 
is in /-joerican hands). Prisoner compared, all the items 

v/hich had oo:ne to his Icnowlcdge and on which an agreement 
had been reached with those v/hich had, remained unsettled* 
The result of the report; • A final accord, as G5RI4/iNT had 
feared for some time, has been reached betv/eon the Allies. 
Presveably it also covers, in principle, the Par East 
problem, GSTGi/iKY ' s last chance is gone for the realisation 
of the plan submitted in autumn 1 9W-. (in fact the 
preliiTiinary conditions in internal politics, v/hich were 
indispensable, had not been fOlf illed, ) There can no 
longer be any hope of a separate Anglo-j'mcrican policy, 
not even v/ith regard to capitule.tion, " 



"March 1 945 



The la.st reports dealt with the opposition in ENCIiAND 
to parts of the YiiLTA decisions (the Polish question). They 
gave, however, only a condensed picture of the general 
situation. The last report recommended the voluntary 
dissolution of the NSD/P" and the appeal to BRUNING to form 
a new Reich Government. " 

10, Sources of "EOVIOOT-' Reports 

Since the 'Effi'IONT" Reports were essentially political 
reports, niuch of Amt Vi's specialised infn was of no interest to 
Prisoner, or served merely as corrf'ir nation, in detail, of the 
general trend already known to him. Under this heading falls 
all military and most industrial int. Furthermore, since Prisoner 
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was an outsider in Mit VI ho made it a point of etiquette not to 
inquire into tlie sources of the infri* Lastly as an experienced 
foreign comnentator. Prisoner had acquired, over the years, a 
thorough knowledge of foreign affairs v/hich continued to serve 
him for his interpretation of hroad policy. 

a) Basic Material 

Material dreevn from sources hot connected with the GIS;- 

(i) International News iV'^encics. (Reuter, UP,AP,INS,Ti^S,eto), 

Tlio DNB provided a German translation of all 
messages sent hj;- the International Nows Agencies, which 
came to about 200 pages a day. Security grading was 
"Secret". Similarly, they also provided a monitoring 
service of foreign broadcasting stations. Prisoner 
received those foreign news summaries a.s political 
commentator for "Signe.l", Prisoner's secretaries 
undertook the preliminary sifting of this bulky material. 

(ii) Aracrican and British Papers and Magazines , eg the 
airmail edition of "The Tines". Previously most of 
this material had come via LISBON, but now Prisoner .had 
to rely on the somwliat limited supply from STOCKHOUA. 

(iii) Reports from Gorman Embassies in Neutral Coimtries. 

As a political v/riter of repute, Prisoner, over the 
years, had formed a nunbe-r of personal contacts with 
high-ranking Ausw ;jnt officials, from whom he received 
occasionally infr.. a.nd guidance regarding the trend of 
foreign affairs, and who showed him, privateljr, reports 
sent in by the Embassies' in SVfEDEN, S’TITZSRL.'J'© , SPAII'^ 
and PORTUGilS. During the period of the "EGJ.IONT" Reports 
his most important contacts' were no longer available 
(eg TROTT zu S0.LZ had been executed in sumr.ier f.or his 
part in the 20 July plot), but Prisoner consulted the 
following;- ' 



Dr SIX Head of Inf m Sec, Ausw Aitit. SIX did 

NOT show Prisoner confidential reports. 



Dr ivlexander 
IffiRTH 



Infm Sec, Ausw iimt. Prisoner's Biain 
contact at the tirae. Provided Ausw 
/jat reports regarding the \7estern Allies. 



Leg Rat BRAUN Par East Sec, Ausw Arat, Provided infm 
on the Far East. 



Dr Anton liGlM 




KRil^ffiR 



Vatican Refer at, provided infm on 
Roman Catholic affairs. 

Embassy, STOCKHOLM In parentheses^ 
I®A},!lEE should be added to this list. 
KRTlCEiR was aware that Prisoner had 
difficulty in obtaining access to 
Ausw Amt reports, many of which were 
circulating at the Embassy in STOCKHOIM. 
I®ift’lER rmde a practice of abstracting . 
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infn he thought night interest 
Prisoner, and foivarding it via 
the /iiat VI courier service to 
BERLIN vdth the prefix 'Tor 
EQiONT". The nessages were 
passed on to Prisoner by MaJ 
OHLETZ of Mil C, v/ithout going 
throug;h normal channels*) 

Prisoner states that Er^bassy reports were in general 

interesting only for what they failed to report* 



(iv) German Personalities from Abroad 



Prisoner had a very v/ide circle of acquaintances, 
many of whom were abroad as foreign correspondents for 
German papers. IvTaenever these returned to GERIiL'iNY 
they made a habit of calling on him and exchanging news. 
Prisoner recalls having spoken to the following during 
the "EG-T.ONT" period;- \ 

yy 

Journalists : SELIGO Correspondent for DINATAG in 

’ LISBON. SavT prisoner in winter 

-’+4- in BERLIN, 




.von TOGGENBURG 



Porner i/INN correspondent in 
STOCKHOLD/I and personal friend 
of Prisoner's. TOGGENBURG was 
fairly frequently in GERMANY 
and excellently informed. 



scroaTZ 



MNN correspondent in TURKEY. 



PORZGEN Correspondent of "Frankfurter 
Zeitung" in SOFIA, formerly in 
MOSCOW and TANGIER. 



SP" Diplor-iats : DIECKHOFP /jnbassador in SPAIN; on leave 

' in GEj'.a'li‘il'JY in Nov 44, A close 

personal friend of prisoner, 
and well-informed on Anglo- 
A-ierican matters. 



RjiHN Anbassador in IT-*LY. Also a 

personal friend of Prisoner, 
Prisoner net him three times 
during this period; - 



Aug 44 : Prisoner visited R/iHN 

in FASANO to ask him to intervene 
on behalf of TROTT zu SOLZ. 



Nov 44 : Prisoner Introduced HAHN 

to SCHELiLENHERG. Prisoner hoped 
that RiiHN night be induced to put 
out peace feelers for SCHELLENEERG 
through DUI-LES in SWIT2ERLiiND, 
and also act as AKit VI infornant, 
iris oner denies th|at RAHN agreed to 
collaborate v/ith. SGHELLEIMBEKG* 
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Deo 44- : Prisoner net R/iHN in 

V/URZBUEG to discuss EuiHN’s 
Vatican contacts, and the Na;si 
attitude towards Roman Catholipiara, 
v/hich Fz’isoner hoped to 'modify* 

He wished pea.oe feelers to be 
sent out through RHfflJ’s Vatican 
contacts. 

Von Pi'iFHN /jabassador in TURICEi*. Prisoner 

not von P/PEN itt BERLIN after the 
latter's return fron TURKEY in 
autumn 44. 



Travellers ; 

Prof SCHI'ilTZ Internee repatriated from USA; 

until the war head of the Deutsche 
■ ijeadenie in NE'ff YORK. 

Prau BOW® I j^^other repatriate from USA; 

nerber of the BROV.'N-BOVERI fainily* 



(v) goreign Personalities 

Prisoner denies that during this tioo he met any 
foreigners at' note. He recalls, however, having soine 
discussions with Wo members of the Japanese Embassy 
in BERLIN, regarding: the political situation in the 
Par East:** 



USHIDA First (?) Secretary at Japanese 

Embassy* 

Adni KOSHDiA Naval Attache at Japanese Ecibassy. 



b) Ajut VI Material 

Ajat VI material, talcen by itself, was much too. limited in 
scope to allow Prisoner to drav/ from it the extensive summaries 
required for his reports, but it was valuable in that it 
supplied concrete proofs and substantiated, in laany details, 
his oonclusions. 

(i) Monitoring Repor ts (Seeliausdienst) 

Valuable as supplementary mtiterial to the International- 
Nev/s iigencies reports (sec above). Owing to the paucil^y of 
material about the USSR, the Russian sec of this report was 
specially useful.. 

(ii) Aot VI Daily Reports (Tagesbericht) 

(NOTE: Prisoner has been questioned on SCHELLENDBEG-’ s 

statenent that the Daily Reports also went under the cover- 
name of "SQTONT" Reports. Priscwier states this must be a 
misunclerstanding; he claims that only his reports were 
known, by. this name* ) 
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The Daily Reports recorded, in hriof excepts or 
suinrnaries, all the inportant nessages which had cone 
in during the preceding day, hut co-ordination and 
evaluation of these messages were not attempted, eg 
from EISBERG- (good connections in Roman Catholic 
circles, military infm must be accepted v/ith reserve). 
Origin of source vsras not indicated. The Daily 
Reports r-an to six to tv/elve pages, and contained 
mlitary routine i:^iaterial, eg shipping reports from 
GIBRALT/J^, tactical reports from FAKs, troop movements, 
chains of comd etc of enemy armies. Prisoner was not 
interested in this type of int, but looked for items 
of political int which sometimes were found ajaong 
these nosoagos. 



Prisoner states that he does not remember the cover- 
nariesof these sources, except the following, which 
provided him with the only valuable political int 
matcrial:- 

' JOSEPHINE; Provided excellent political sitreps, 
especially • on the Western Allies. 

EISBERG: Infm about Roman Catholic matters. . 






HECTOR: Mainly a nil and industrial source. 

''li;id^Il]E';G>'''^SCHELLEN]3ERG's private source in 



LISBON. Through this source 
SCHELLENBERG obtained an /nierican 
contact (through DULLES ?) and 
received infn about internal 



5?. (deprX) "OSTRO":" 



Vib 



j!imerican political personalities. 

,<JC- 

/inother excellent source for 
political int on Western Powers. 



Pe.r East 
Sources: 



Mil 0 ran three agents in the Par 
East (SHi'J'K3ii'xI ?), who also seemed 
well-inf orned politically; on© of 
these v;as known as BORODIN. They 
reported on peace feelers by 
to roach a settlement with CHIANG 
ILil SHEK, the political situation in 
CHINA and often good material about 
Soviet industry and the equipment of 
Soviet armies in SIBERIA. Once there 
was also a report on a secret meeting 
of Japanese and Russian delegates in 
SIBERIA. 



Prisoner admits that he was av/are that JOSEPHINE and 
hector wore ICRK'iER sources, but claims that he deliberately 
abstained frc^hi tr 3 ring to iMnd out further details. Some 
JOSEPHINE political int messages carried th© prefix 
"EGMONT" and were passed to Prisoner directly they reached 
Amt VT, Prisoner knows nothing about the OSTEO source, 
except that the infm came through SPAIN. 



Under this heading fall also the memos of SCHELLENBERG 
on conversations he had with personalities of int interest. 



Prisoner recalls PvTO sUch narios, one on a conversation 
with Adn KOSHIlii of the Japanese Enbasey in BERLIN, 
the other on conversations Tdth HUSY. 

(iii) /ij;ents* Original i'cssagos 

Por Prisoner *s pvirposes, the nost iraportant 
and reliable political int was contained in tho 
JOSEPHINE and QSTHQ tans sages* He also' irerJBdbsrs 

the following:- ^ 

V-lIan J/JCOB ; Apparently in close contact with 

the Swiss IS, a.nd also aone contact 
with DULIiES in BERNE. Prisoner 
believes tliat JAJ^OB a&y have been 
an agent run directly by SCHELLENBERG. 

Contact with Spanish Foreign Office 

A certain mnount of mterial i'rorn the 
Spanish Foreign Office was aVailable. 
'Prisoner fenenbors several official 
Spanish reports regarding the political 
situation in TIEIOEY. He can give no-. ' 
infr.: as to how this material was obtained, 
eg whether, it v/as passed on by the 
Spaniards y or stolen from Spanish Foreign 
Office files, / 

Ronan Qatholic Sources ■ ' 

Again, Prisoner can give nothing but the 
vaguest infrn. Some 'of this material was 
reliabale, sone of it pure invention*. 

The only source Prisoner cun recall is 
a V-niahj designated by a number, vihose^ 
no doubt unwitting, inforraeints incltided 
the Prior of the SCHEYERN iJonastery in 
BaVYRIA and the Bishop of LJUBLJANA in 
SLOVENIA, 

Frenoh Source frovi SrtTTZBRIu\N D 

A private source of SCHELLENBERG *s 
reporting about tho internal political 
difficuities of IE GAULLE and his 
relations ^vith BIDAULT* ®i.is source 
reported at great length on the 
si-i,nif icance of EE GAULLE’S visit to 
MOSCOU,- winter 45* Prisoner believes 
this infr.i nay have come from someone close 
to BONNET, then living in l§Win?2ERLAND. 

Chinese Source in SWIT2ERLAJ<~D 

A private source of SCHELLENEERS-' ®, from 
whiesh he obtained at the time thd»- 
sensational disclosure about the Y^^TA 
Coiiferonce, tha.t the Russians had a<?ted 
as intermediaries in introducing JaprPnese 
representatives to STETTINIUS. PrisoiD^r 
still thinks this infm is of doubtful 
■ reliability. 



USA 
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There were NO agents ’ reporta. 

GRE/iT BRITAIN 'There \/ere NO agents ' reports* In the 
Daily Report there xvas^ however, 
occasioi'u?.! mention of the effects of 
■y-weapons^ movements of troops, etc, 

(iv) Decoding Dept of 0107 (Chi-Berichie) 

Av.t VT received translations of diplomatic 
tolcgrams in cipher v:hich had been broken. !ftiese 
•were specially useful to Prisoner, since they contained 
facts -which ho could tost against his oivn conjectvaJes. 
There was no continuity of coverage, nor did they 
revetxl any startling nows. The infm was necessarily 
scrappy, but Prisoner recollects messages from the 
following Embassios:- 

Turkish Ambassador in MOSCO-?' to his Government. 
This was the only complete coverage' available. Messages 
indicated the ex-treme pressme v/hich the USSR 
continually brought to bear on TURKEY’. 



Bulgarian imibassador in MOSCON to his Government. 
Reported mainly on events in the L.'iLKj('iNS, especially 
developr.ients in GldilEGE. 

Japanese Aabassador in liOSCOV/ to his Government.' 
Ocoasional telegrams were deciphered \^hioh indicated 
clearly that the Japc\nesc were having incr^ii\g 
difficulties in r.'iaintaihing friendly relations with -the 
USSR, Through -this source car:ie confiirnation from an 
Ar.it \T[ Par East V-man regarding a secret meeting .cf 
Japanese and Russian emissaries aomewhefe in SIBERIA. 

(NOTE: Prisoner has btC'n pressed on the accuracy of 

his statement, in view of CLASSEN' s claim that OKW/Chi III 
WEis unable to break the Japanese code, although in 
possession of the Basic Japanese cdde~book (CSDIC(VfflA) 
Pinal Report 85 on C.L-'iSSEN, .^.^pendix C,' p^a 1, dated 
27 Jul 45* Prisoner nevertheless maintaink his 
contention. ) 

^unbassador PL'SRIru'JNf in MOSCOU to the Ste.te Dept 
on Russo-Polish relations. 

Polish mission in JERUSiiLEJ.^ "to Polish Govt, in 
LONDON. Continuous coverage of reports on developments 
in BALKANS and NLiiR EAST, especially EUiS risi^^' . 

Bulgarian Envoy in S'JITSERLMD to his Government. 
Reported on BALK/iN affairs and attitude of Western 
Povyers towards BiRLK/iNS. 

1 

. /jnerican missions in BiJ,K[ANS. Reported on 
difficulties with Russians, 

CORDELL HULL to US Embassy PiiRIS. Announced 
the • arrival, of Anbassador CiiPPERY. 

British Codes* Prisoner does not recollect, seeing 
aft intercept from a British code. 
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Evaluated material f rom 7jnt' VI Gruj 



This consisted mostly of the reports by the 
viurious Gruppen concerning either their geographical 
sphere as a whole, or detailed analysis of a specific 
point. 

Sumr:iary of activities in SOUTH iiMElRICA; monthly 
reports on the p/iR EAST. ,For example, the Par East 
Referat prepared a monthly report on events in the 
py>R EiiST. Other reports concerned the effect of 
V-weapons in the UK, British political pressure on 
TURIffiY, character-sketches of nevr political foreign 
personalities and an analysis of the /jnerican elections. 

• Surmng up all the sources of infn available to him, 
<:j^risoner concludes that on the whole, only the JOSEPHIHE 
h W' and OSTRO Reports were genuine and reliable politcal int. 

. It was7 therefore, Prisoner's practice, before comndtting 
to paper his ovm analysis of importrjxt political 
developments, to await the JOSEPHINE and OSTRO telegraras 
on this point, which, however, agreed generally with his 
.own views. Thus, in the matter of the YilLTA Conference, . 
apart from the international nev/s releases and radio 
comments. Prisoner received infiri from three sources; - 

SCHELLENBERG-' s private Chinese source, reporting American- 
Japanese peace negotiations. This news was treated with 
■ reserve, and Prisoner awaited confirmation, 

S? ^^STRO gave a full and reliable report on the Y/iTA 

Conference about ten days later; there was no mention 
of the Japanese envoys, 

JOSEPHINE (KRJlulR through ONODERA in STOCKHOm) reported 
about a week aBter OSTRO; this was the most reliable of 
all three. There was no mention of the Japanese envoys. 



There were NO WT intercepts on YALTA, 



Distribution 



Draft Reports handed in by Prisoner to SCHELLEMBEHG after 
final discussions were headed "EGJ.10NT Berichte", and were passed out 
on the authority of Kj'JjTENBRUNNER, Prisoner is unable to say 
whether KALTENBRUNNER made any corrections before they left the 
RSHA. The reports were then retyped in special "Ptlhrer-type" 

(an especially large typewriter) on RSH/1 VI paper and headed 
'‘Aussenpolitische Lageberichte", , (prisoner claims he only glanced 
at one such final copy and is not certain of the exact phraseology. ) 
With each copy Went a note from lOJ^TEIIBRUNNER, saying: "Herevvith the 
latest report from VI", 




External distribution wa.s as follows: - 
One copy to PEGELEIN for HITLER. 

One copy to HEVEL, Ausw imh LO a-t FHQ, HEVfflL had given 
a viTitten undertaking that ho would not $hovv these reports 
to ICIBBENTROP, 

One copy to HIM.ILER. 

One copy to SEYSS- INQUART (a personal friend of H/iLTEKBRUI'INER). 



t 
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Internal KSHA Distribution of ''SG-MONT" Reports was:- 



One copy to K/iTENDRURNSR. 

I* ■" Several copies kept by SCHELLENBERG, who niay have given them 

' to various persons at his discretion. For instance Ogruf 

' LORENZ read mny of the reports and Prisoner beliewes that 

; SCHELLENE3ERG circulated thora ai.iong his Grupponleiters, 

> One copy kept by Prisoner. 

i 1 2, iiddenda to "EGMONT" Reports 

As a rule, ea.ch "EQiOI'lT "^Report contained a short addendunii 
! in the f-oro cf a privato aide-memoire for SCKELLENBERG. In it 
; prisoner ra.ised specific points at greater length than was possible 

! in a political survey; these points v/ere the resell t of the several 

I hours' discussion Prisoner had with SGPEELLENHERG before the publication 
i of each "EGMONT" Report, During these discussions, especially in the 

I later stages, SCHELLENBERG and Prisoner openly discussed what coxILd 

I be done to end the war in the light of the existing situation, and any 

; concrete measure which might contribute to that end was touched. on 

I during' the discussions, eg the MUST negotiations to release the Jews 
! from the concentration camps (aim: favourably influencing world 

i opinion tov/ards GERI^GjNY); negc. tiations for the release of Danish 
j police and Danish Jews from edmeentration camps; release of five 
I Swedes sentenced to death in the WJRSi'SI trials (aira; to win the 
j goodv/ill of SWEDEN as a preroquiaite for SP/EDEN's services as 

i intermediary in peace negotiations); reversal of Gauleiter's HQPER's 

’ radical anti-Catholic policy in AUSTRIA (aim; to maintain what 
I prisoner considered the vital goodwill of Vatican circles, through 
; whom pea,ce feelers were also attempted); Tht^e were all relative^ 

' small points which SCHELLEI'IBERG could loring up in the course of his 

■ interviews with KIIffl'OlER, vdio in turn might cither give the desired 

I instructions on his own responsibility or try and obtain HITLER’S 

sanction at a convenient opportunity. The aide-memoires were 

I essentially briefs for SCHELLENBERG, stating the problem and 
! re-oommending action to bo taken, Through them SCHELLENBERG, in 
! fact, became the mouth-piece of Prisoner, and Prisoner was gratified 

I by the influence he could exercise without assuming public responsibility, 

13. Destruction of "EGMONT" Reports 

Prisoner has been interrogated at some length on this point. 

He professes ignorance, as to the whereabouts of any of the reports 
distributed through Amt VT. His own personal copies, he oljfdjns, were 
destroyed in the last days of /ja' 45. Pressed for details on the 
alleged destruction. Prisoner slightly modified the version he gave 
previously, and now states the f ollowing;: - 

■\'Vhen Ant. 'VI evacuated to BAVARIA in spring 45, Prisoner, ivith 
four or five other Jknt VI officials, was living an BAD HEILBRUNN. There 
Prisoner met Ostubaf DAUPELD of /mit VI, wlio ha.d recently been expelled 
from SWITZERlA'iND for int activities for ^ont 'VI. DAirPEIJ) introduced 
Prisoner to his father-in-law, GUT, ovvner of the Hotel Kaiserhof in 
BiiD TOLZ, GUT agreed to let Prisoner use the safe in his hotel, and 
the "EGMONT’' Reports were deposited thc.ro, since Prlcsoner did not wish 
to have them ittbier ballet. . Prisoner states that GJI and Frau DAUBELD 
knew only tJiat "the nfellov/ folder" contained secret .state documents; 
Ostubaf DAUPELD was aware thait it contained the "EQilONT'' Re;ports. 





I 



Proni 29 Apr to 2 Mc.y 45 Prisoner was in PLEMSBURG (see 
appendix c). During this time, D/J) TGLZ was overrun by ijoer'ican 
troops. Ostubaf DAUPEID v/ns in hiding at the tiivic,. but before 
he left he gave instruotions to his wife and father-in-law not to 
let the "yellow folder" fall into ene. y hands. Shortly before 
the jjnericans a.rrived, GUT and Frau DAUFEID burned these reports. 
Prisoner learned these facts from DAUPBLD himself , who was later 
arrested by the ijoericans, a.nd together with Prisoner was at 
PEEISING, 3rd US iirny Interrcgation Centre. 

A fe\\r days after ITisoner's return from PLENSBURG, in 
the first week of May 45 > Rpisoner's secretary, ■ Frau Hannelore 
I4JM, went to BAD T0L2 and learned that the documents had been 
destroyed. She related this to Prisoner, and it was from her 
that he first knew of their destruction. Prisoner insists that 
when he left for PIJSNSBURG, he gave NO instructions to anyone 
what to do with the reports in the case of American occupation. 

1 4. Two Reports believe d cap tured 

Prisoner believes tliat two rejjorts have been captured,' 

At beg Jun 45, Prisoner was interrogated at FREISING by Capt 
FLEX, US aJTi-'y, who told him that the "EGMONT" Report about 
Yalta had been found among documents seized at SEYSS-INQUART ' s HQ. 
Later, in Dec 45, Lt PHTTELBEFGEH told Prisoner in OBERURSEL that 
another copy had recently been found. 

15. Prisoner's Relations with 

KRiUviEE, tlrrough his JOSEPHINE Reports, was Prisoner's 
most important source for the "EGMONT" Reports. Furthermore, 

PCRflMER v/as the only int agent personally known to Prisoner. His 
relations with KRiUfiCR may therefore be of interest. 

Prisoner made J^RiDGE's acquaintance in Mar or Apr 43, 
when ICR/Jt-OER called on Frisoher in EEIiLIN v/ith a letter of 
introduction from I OG<I[!]NBUI?G. As a political journalist Prisoner 
Valways vrelconcd an exchange of infi.: mth wcj.l-inf orned persons 
from abroad^ although this had become more difficult since the 
viTcir. Even during KI^ilMER's first visit it was evident that he 
was extremely well informed, e-specially about political trends in 
the UK and USA. I<IU!I.®R introduced himself as a member of the 
German Embassy in STOCKEiOLIvI, and Prisoner asked him to. call again 
on his next visit to BERLIN. KRAMER afterwards called regvilarly 
on Prisoner whenever he happened to be in BERLIN, which was usualjLy 
about once a mon':h r every six weeks. The two men became personal 
friends, since they fuund their pbiiciv.>..l outlook. to be very similar, 
and they had systematic discussions covering all aspj^ts of tlie 
international situation, eg the military situation, political trends 
among /ixis and Allied powers, the role of the chief political 
personalities, Allied intentions, strategy, etc. Prisoner states 
that before the war, he was accustomed to have many such discussions 
with other, similarly well-informed persons, nost3,y joyrnoiists or 
members of the Ausw .;mt, Now, however, there remained only TROTT 
zu SOLZ and jJLbrecht HAUSHOFER (both executed after the 20 'July plot), 
KRAMER’S infm, for him, was therefore specially valuable, since 
this infm, especially his knowledge of 'the UIG^ was apparently based 
on facts and not on surmse and conjecture. 

At' first, lULU/IER did not mention his duties, in STOCKHOLM, 
lifter some time, he hinted that they ’./ere in connection with tha GAP 
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Ptlhrungsstab, and about a year after their first ne-eting, he told 
Prisoner he r/as a meiaber of ttie Abw. Prisoner claim that he 
studiously avoided inquiring into details or questioning IfftSMER 
about the sources of his infn. 

Prisoner claims that until au4unin 44 he made no use cff 
the political int he heard from KRIK'ER. He stoutly xiiaintains that 
as a Journalist and politica.l writer, it v/as tiis end eonbition 

to be well-informed.; the f.'.ct thit he was then working in a 
minor capacity on the pfop.aganda journal "Signal", for which this 
infm v/as XAnnecessary, was irrelevant. KRJUiER's conversations 
corroborated Prisoner's throwing conviction that GER^^/J\'Y viras losing 
the vre.T , and that an early negotiated pesne vd.th the 'Western Povrers 
was the only way out, a conviction shared by, amiong others, KRUMER 
himself and TROTT zu SOLZ, who was also working towards that *end. 

When Prisoner began his, career as "EG-MOOT" he told 
SCIiELLEMBERG thfxt he knew ICRJIl'.iER, and asked permission to make use 
of KRJiPIER directly, ffiB'ER told Prisoner that the JOSEPHINE 
reports came via q Swedish 'source, and their conversations now 
included operational and nil questions, on which subject KRJ5MER 
had liitherto shovm a, certiiin reserve. But Prisoner still did 
NOT question KRJU.ffiR about his sources of infm. Prom time to tine. 
Prisoner asked KRiOvER for conf irration or elaboration of certain 
political news he had received from other iant VI sources; these 
briefs’ were sent to lEilhER via imt VI, and his replies were pre- 
fixed "for EGMONT". Prisoner states that ERMER v/as the only int 
,offr with v/hon he v/as in contact - otherwise he knew only cover- 
'nai'-ies of reports. For instance, the identity of OOTRO, the only 
other sovirce of high political int value, was not known to Prisoner. 

KTti!]'..ER v/.'\B av/are of Prisoner's political significance as 
"ESIOM"'. Although, for his own sake, Prisoner had not taken 
ICRfltER into his full confidence regarding his political intentions, 
^jEER knev/ of, a,nd sui.>ported .Prisoner's and SCIELIENBERG ' s attempt 
to iiegotiate a peace with the Western Allies. By 1 945 , ■ KRJIMER vreis 
able to discuss German peace overtures openly with SCKELLENBERG 
when he went to report to Jimt VI, and KRi!I.ER kept SCHELLENBERG 
informed directly of the political sitXAation. 

During Prisoner's visits to BEST in COPEI^HAGEN (see 
Appendix D paras 30 and 31 ) he met IvEUU'ER for discussions. These, 
however, differed in no way from the talks thej'- had in BERLIN, 

16, Prisoner's Relations \dth PFIEIEERER 

PPLEIDERER fits into the framev/ork of SCIffiLLEKHiRb * s sxid 
Prisoner's overriding, interest in SCiJIDINAVIA as the only remaining 
Genevan a.sset. Prisoner and SCIEILENEERG were both agreed that the 
TERBOVEN-HITLER policy/ of resistance and scorched ear4h in NORWAY and 
DENMARK was mistaken. Meejiv/hile, :I®fflER had become friendly with 
, PPLEIDERER, head of the Consular Dept in the German Legation at 
STOCIdiOLM, xvho also desired to see better relations between SWEIIEN 
and Q5RI.IANY, the more so, since the Swedish Govt would be unlikely to 
act on (ERltilvy ' s behalf in any peace negotiations unless their most 
pressing demands were sympathetically considered. 

At beg Mar 45, iEilMER reported to Prisoner that PPLEIDERER, 
an expert on Scandinaviaai'affairs, had had some imofficial' talks with 
Daxiish exnd Swedish personalities on the subject and regarded with 
deexx'st disiTiay the present Gerreui policy. 
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Tov/ards end, i-;.ar !+ 5 , ^vhils'k EBLEIDEBEK happened to "be in 
BEELH'T, he went to see Prisoner at KPJl!.!ER's su^igostion aivi 
discussed the whole Scandinavian question very openly. The 
substance of this conversation has been fully reported in CSDIC(WEii.) 
Pinal Report 21 on PPDSIDEREE, Appendix E, paras 6-10 and has 
been confirned by Filisoner. ll'isonor asked PPLEIDEKER to let him 
have a momoranduni on SCjjNDINA\T 1A; PPISiEErdilR wrote this on his 
return to STOCKHOLIt, and sent it to irisoner through KRilMER. This 
nenorandum was incorporated in another "addenduiii" to an '*£(2®!!!’' 
Report, stressing that unless SCHELLEllBEEG- could bring HIMMTiER to 
take iTiiraediate action to reverse or at least soften HITIDE*s 
Scandinavian policy, peace negotiations throug;h SVi/EEEN would 
inevitably fail. 
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iP>EF;NDIX B 



THE INFORf/IixTION SECTION OF THE AUSW AMT 
Sep 39 - Autuinn 40 



1 • Scope of Knov/l&c4;;e 

From Sep 39 to autumn 40 Prisoner, at the invitation of 
RIBBENTROP, acted as hon adviser to the newly formed section. The 
ini';-, he gives r.uay he regarded as reliable, although Prisoner is 
exceedingly vague about Civil Service org a.nd adm routine, 

2, Prisoner's Contacts wi.th Ausw iU'it (till autumn 39 ) 

As a well knovm publicist on foreign affairs Prisoner 
had formed connections with higher Ausw Arxt officials, dating back 
to 1928, when he not IL’^SEL, von SCHULEMBIRG, DIRCKSEN and others 
a.t the house of KOCH-HESHR, the then Minister of Justice and 
Leader of the Social Democratic Pprty. In 1932 Prisoner published 
in the "TSgliche Rundscliau” a series of articles purporting to 
shov/ that the foreign policy of the governjuent was crippled by 
the obstructive attitude of key Ausw Ant personnel, and calling 
for urgent reforns; these earticles had something like a "succes 
de scanda,le" and were. Prisoner claims, partly responsible for 
initiating the abortive re-organisation of the Ausw i'jnt atten 5 >ted 
b^r von NEURATH. 

Prom 1 933 to 1939 Prisoner remained in fairly close touch 
v/ith the iiusw Amt, He v/;:.s at the tine editor-in-chief of the 
"Mdnchener Neueste Nachrichten" and for his own infm .Prisoner 
cultivated his nany contacts in the Ausw A'iit, Prisoner was the 
first German editor to organise air-iaail deliveries of his paper 
to foreign countries; from 1935 onwards the MNN was distributed 
in POL/J®, C2SCHOSLOV.HO;A, the BiLKAKS, ITALY, PRAJJ'CE, SWITZERLAI'fD, 
SPUN and PQRTUGiJL before any other German paper, and had a foreign 
circulation tliree times as high as that of the "Prankfttrter Zeitung", 
its nearest competitor. This gave the ivINN a valuable asset, and 
the Ausw i'jnt was anxious that it should be well informed. Prisoner 
emphasises that the lEMN did not become the mouthpiece of the Ausw fjnt 
although he wa.s on good terms v/ith raost of the leading Aiusw Ant 
officials. During Ms frequent travels abroad he visited the German 
Embassies, and came to know a large number of German diplomats. In 
the course of tine Prisoner formed specially close ties with 
,.^;^^>>3ji*assadors DIECK HOFF. UTENBURG and R/iHN, with ptlrst von BISMARCK, 
Unterstaatssek KENCKE, AEbaaBodCre von HEER EN and von RENTHB-PINK, 
with IROTT zu SOLZ and Dr Alexander IffiRTH, Prisoner also met other 
officials socially at receptions given in BERLIN and elsewhere, 

prisoner denies tloat he had any contact with the BUro 
xClBHENTKOP. He was granted only one short interview with RIBBENTROP 
in LONDON in early 1 539, v/hile RIBBENTROP vvas /jnbassador at the 
Court of St Janes. 
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Conference at.FUSHL 



At hog Aug 39 Prisoner received a telephonic summons to 
FHoCHL, RIBHENTROP's residence, where ho met a number of other 
Journalists known for their comparative independence: KIRCHER 

and SIEBURC, of the ”Prankf totor Zeitung”, von Pt5CKLER, of the 
"Deutsche /dl^^emoino Zeitung", von STUDNITZ of the SCHEEL publishing 
house, and Ernst JUFK3ER, the well-known author. ' The Ausw ijnt 
officials present were Gesandter iJ^TELBURG, Leg Rat R/JIN and prof 
.uERBEK. 



RIBI^ENT'hOP opened the two-day conference by a review of the 
present international crisis. His theme was that even if the "war 
party" in BRITiEEN should gain the ux')per hand, the French Govt could 
be trusted to exert a restraining ini'luence. Nevertheless, in 
RIBBENTROP*s opinion, the crisis was likely to last for some months, 
until the "Polish question" was settled. A period of intense 
German propaganda abroad v/as desirable, firstly as a Justification 
and secondly as an instrxx.ient of -German polic 3 r» RIBBENTROP therefore 
requested the Jour.ncxlists present to put their, services, either on 
a part-time or a pornanent basis, at the disposal of the propaganda 
section of the Ausw /jjnt. SIEBUR.G accepted and became Botschaf tsrat , 
voh PUCKLER and STUDNITZ agreed to serve as advisers in an honorary 
capacity. IffivCHER and JUNGliiR refused. Prisoner offered his 

part-time honorary services to the Miriistry, spendixig two-thirds of 
his time in BERLIN and the rest in MUETICH with his paper. 

4. Reorganisation of the Infm^ Section of Ausw i^t 



/if ter this conference the Inl'm Section was reorganised. 

/iLTENBURG v/as put in charge of the section, the x^ersonnel of which 
was as follov/s:- 

Ausw /uTit personnel ; Ges iiLTENBURG: Head of the Section, 

personal liaison with 
other depts. 

Leg Rat R/HN: Deputjj^ Head. In charge 

of actual Work of sectioHt 

Leg Rat Baron 

von R/JNTZAU; LO to OKY. 

Leg Rat KRUG 2 U 

NIDDA: (successor to KANTSAU). 

Konsul TICHER 

. Gen-Konsul Baron von SCHELIA 
TROTT zu SOLZ (Left for USA in autumn 39, 
retd suirmer 40). 

Wiss Hilfsarb Alexander 13ERTH (joined 

early AO). 

Leg Sek WOLFF 
Leg Sek SBilON 
Wiss Hilfsarb RICli'i'ER. 

(Five or six other officials, names forgotten). 

Journalists : Von PlKIKiEH 

Von STULKITZ (Left shortly afW^ds for 

i-^esso Abt). 

Prisoiier 

/abrecht HAUSHQFER Jr (demographer). 
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The Inf'in Section was on the same level as the Presse Abt 
(under SCHIvUDT) and the' Kundf -unk Abt (imder HWILE), but cooperation 
with them v/as Bonev/lia.t loose (see para 8 (c)). In addition to the 
Infm Section there existed the Deutsche Inf orruationsstelle, und^ 

Prof . BEKEBR, e. publjc company sponsored by the Ausit Aiiit, whose 
functions were, theoretically, tech supervision of layout and 
printing of literature producefl by the Infm Sec, and dissemination 
to foreign journalists in BERIjIN. In practice, it tended to 
duplicate the work of the Infm Sec# This led to intense rivalry 
bet'.veen the two depts# Prisoner states that the series of 
hysterical propaga.nda pamphlets; ’^England Unmasked” (England Ohne 
i'laske) were x->roduced by this dept# In addition there were also 
two inter -departmental comi-idtteos, the Englai^uaeohdes and the 
Prankreichausschuss, on which the Infm Section was represented# 

These will be referred to in para 7* 

Prisoner states tha,t the Infm Sec, in the etirly da^z-s, was 
a smll body of a few specialists, .who worked on a flexible and 
non-bur eaucre tic basis. RiJIN Prisoner appear to have been 

the driving force behind the Sec: /iLTEKBURG was fully occupied in 

straightening out difficulties with other depts# 

In spring 43 ’Dx SIX (foriaerly head of RSHiiVIl) took over 
control of the sec, and the Infm Sec was greatly enlarged, merged 
with the Kultur Abt and rentxmed ttie }Ail-Pol Abt# Prisoner can 
give no infm about its activities, but he states that it became 
an unwieldy apparatus with many subsections and Referats whi^h 
failed to function efficiently# 

5* Functions 

To disseminate German propaganda in neutral countries 
Prisoner stresses; a) that the pec was not responsible for 
distribution; this was the function of the Germn Embassies 
abroad, and w'as the particular job of the Kulturattaches; b) 
that the sec did not deal with propaganda in enemy countries^ 

Carried Out 

Prisoner claims to be unable to remember all the work 
done by the Sec during the months he served, in it# It was 
flooded v/ith pro'paganda ideas from well-meaning outsiders and .a 
large amount of tiine was taken up in sifting this material.# 

Prisoner duties were to advise, RiiHRI on practicable propaganda 
projects# He remembers the following as Imving been carried out# 

a) Gerr.mm Aar Photo^praphs 

A great asset at the time was GER|\.^\NYVs monopoly of 
war x>hotographSf Prisoner realised the value of this, 
and A/iNTZmU, later KRUSi zu. NIDDA, was appointed LO to the 
OK:i to ensure that a steady and speedy supply of photographs 
was made cavailable to the foreign Press via the ‘Deutsche 
Inf ornu:itionsstelle# Censorship was relaxed in some respects 
for this purpose, eg the rule that no photograph of a dead 
German soldier should appear, was v/aived# The Press releases 
were directed mainly tov/ards the*US..x, and the Ausw Amt was 
able to send out pictures which, to some extent, counteracted 
the notion that S3 thugs and Junker types predominated in 
the German iirn^^# 



- IV - 



b ) Pamplrilets on HITI.EI‘^*s Bvace Offer 

Those were preioared after the Polish caiupaign and 
suT-iimrised HITL3iIR*s. speeches on the subject* They 
were slanted differently according to the country for 
v/hioh the pamphlets v/ere intended, 

c) ” Rien que la Verite '* 

A fortnightly 24-page mgazino in French, Roumanian 
and Turkish, It was satirical and sex^^ in treateent, 
containing biting comirients on extracts from the enemy • 
Press, re*portin£; on the allegedly '^severe” conditions 
in GiilK/Li\NY. The h;ost fruiti'ul source was the ''Dail^^ 
Mail", v/hich often cajrricd detailed "eye-witness stories" 
about alleged shortages or other hardships suffered by 
the Gerrxan people* .The Infm Sec had no difficulty in 
ridiculing these sensational products of a sub-editor’s 
brain* 

d) Leaflets 

A nui'aber of leaflets were distributed relating to 
GlfiJsUiNY’s v/ar aims and/or peaceful intentions, /fter 
each lilTLCR speech leaflets vv'ere prepared giving the gist 
of lilTIjEL’s revfiarks concerning the country towards which 
the propaganda was directed. For instance, POLi^J® was 
the subject of much ingem^ous propaganda,, since the infm 
Sec was av/are that the Poles were none too popular abroad, 
even with the Allies, They stressed the undemocratic, 
reactionary, feudal nature of POLl'IND, and one leaflet, 
issued on the instructions cf h'IBBENTRCP, contained 
atrocity stories eOoout the use of posoh gas by the Polish 
Arirgr durii:^ the Polish baiapaign. There v/as little truth 
in this; the facts were that a nuriber of poison-gas 
shells had been captured by the German ^urmy during the 
polish campaign. 

e) " Tory IvIP " 

One of the scoops of the Sec concerned the book 
"Tory J/IP", by an anonymous autlior, published by Victor 
GOLLANCZ during the v^ar. Prisoner sav/ a review of the 
book, in the "Spectator",. Export of the book was banned 
by British Censorship, but eventually a copy was procured 
via the German Consul-General In riI,iSTSRDAM* The book 
wo.s re‘printed in GER}/.ff]Y in its entirety, and distributed 
privately to influential personages abroad. Thus, a 
Swedish PIP would meet another Swede, who for this purpose 
was acting: for the Kultur attache of the Embassy .in 
ST0CI3I0LM, at a social gathering. In the course of 
conversation the IIP would be "lent" a copy of the book . ■ 
"which liad recentlj^ been published in ENGIaJ®", and which, 
the other "happened to hr?.ve v/ith him". 

The position in the was different* • "Tory MP" 
load been' published in .-avSCRICA, The German Infm Library 
in NEW YORK was instructed to buy up copies arui send them 
to influential people on their mailing list, such as 
isolationist senators*. In fact,. "Tory MP", according to 
pawL^pner,. did the British cause much harm, • and was quoted 
gleefdlly by isolationists in* Congress and Senate* 
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For wider use, a German version of "Tory I.5P" wa.a 
prepared. It ran to about a hundred pages, and , oramitted 
the disparaging remarks about (SiaiAMY, Fascists, ' etc. 

The Gerr-vans added more "dirt" on Parliaraentory personalities, 
which, by sciae- oversight, h?.\d been left out by the author, 
and tastefully illustrated it v/ith unflattering drawings 
and photographs of the MPs concerned. Distribution was 
in the noDiial way through the liubassies in neutral countries. 

f ) Reply to British White Paper on Q^'tbreak of Hostilities 

This pamphlet was written by Prisoner himseji* in 
collaboration with j3otschafter von MOLTKE, head of the 
Docvmentation Section of the Ausw /mit. In it Prisoner 
did his best to discredit the British White Paper, seizing 
on the fact tliat Lord fl/JjIP/iX, during the last decisive 
days, had not exerted pressure on the Polish Govt to 
restrain their "aggressiveness". The German reply was 
given out through the DID and German radio, and also 
■ issued in pamphlet form through Embassies abroad, 

g) Gernmn reply to French Orange Book 

The Quai d'Orsa^i'- issued their own version of the 
circumstances leading to the commencement of hostilities, 
v/hich, however, wo.s less factual than the British version. 
Prisoner had less difficulty in deraolishijig the French case. 
The German reply was distributed in the same way as the 
reply to the British Yfhite Paper. 

h) ]Criep;satlas 

This idea v/as copied from the Oxford pamphlets 
"The War in Maps", and the colourful atlas contained 
tendentious naps demonstrating German strategic needs, 
"Lebensraum" and the rest of the German "demographic" 
effusions. It ’.'as distributed in all neutral countries. 

7» Propaganda in Enemy Couri tries 

Prisoner states that this was not the function of the Infm 
Sec, During the period under review the Sec made one exception. to 
the rule: It suggested to the OK'JI the production of a leaflet, 

in the shape of an autui'jn leaf , to be dropped over enei:y lines. 

On the reverse was printed a fr«® pass to the German lines, promising 
preferential treatment as HL The idea was accepted by the OKW and 
later copied by the /dlies. Propaganda in enemy countries was the 
province of two special cowaittees, viz:- 

a ) Engjlandausschuss ; 

An inter-depjartmental comirdttee responsible for overall 
directives for political v/arfare against the UK, Prisoner 
claims he can give no infm about this conumLttee, since the 
Infm Sec, at least during the "phoney war" period, was hoping 
for an early peace and was careful not to emtagonise GREAT 
BRITAIN by histerical or dangerous propaganda. They 
therefore thought political warfare against the UK a mistake 
and took no interest in this coinmittee, althoxjgh they were 
Instructed to send a representative (R/JfrZAU)» 
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The coi:nniittee consisted of rex^resentatives from the 
f oil owing de xo t s ; - 

Chairr.ian of Coix;d.ttee: 

Ausw ju:it BexDts: 



Fr ov)agr-.nda Mini s t ry 

om 

Luf twaf f ei' dhr ung s s tah 

jxhw (?) 

b) Frankreich^iusschuss 

A sjjiilar inter -departmental committee existed for 
propaganda in FRi^NCE, headed, Prisoner believes, by, 

Otto /iPSTZ. It ceased work after the occupation of 
FTuJNICE in Aug 40, The only example of its v/ork 
Prisoner remembers is a series a pamphlets on French 
politicians, which gave the impression of emanating from 
a French Ro.dical Socialist critic. ?vf ter jbout ten 
pages the pamxihlets switched over to virulent personal 
atteicks on the character of the politician in question. 

The pamphlets were somehovf smuggled into FRAT^CE via 
BEL GI UM nd achieved a wid e di s tr ib u t i on. 

8t Liaison ^yith. Other Departments 

a ) Propaganda Ministry 

Liaison was m^iintained with the Auslands Dept of the 
propaganda Ministry (bOHME and BRAITv^ILER). Prisoner is 
vague about the division of functions between the two 
deptSj, but states that co-operation v/as negligible*. It 
appears that a bone of contention was control of the 
Kulturattaches at the Embassies,, which was vested in the 
Ausw /jnt.. In spring 40 inter-dex^ar tmental jealousy grew 
to such an extent that a special Fdhrer Edict was issued 
to settle. the matter: in fact, non-co-operation 

continued as before, 

b) OM 

The Infra Sec had its own LO (PjOTZ..’.U) at the QW, whose 
duties were to pass on all suitable m£\terial as quickly -as 
possible (eg: war photographs for foreign release).. The 

Infra Sec also asked for directives through tliis channel, 
aiid were given some strategic infm, since their propaganda 
to neutra.1 countries was dependent on the military situation 
Por instance, if 5SR}‘IANY had planned to attack GIBRALTAR in 
the near future, this would have necessitited a revision of 
German i-)ropaganda '^towards SPAIN. Prisoner states that the 
Infm Sec never received advance news of impending military 
operations in time. ^ The Sec was informed of the Yv'estern 
Campaign and the invasion of WWSH a few days before these 
operations started, but this was much too late for use in 
propa^ganda. Therefore the Inf'm Sec could not help the 
Welirmacht to ’’soften the ground” XDolitically before the 
iurmy struck. 



Geh Rat HESSE 
Pres so 
Rundf unk 
Pol /A>t 
Yfirtschaf t 
Information 
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llnj SODi be^an x^roductiun of "Signal in summer 40* 
He v/as in touch with the Infni Sec rerardinf:: material, but 
except for thit there v/as no co-operation* 

c) Presse and Fiundfunk AbtS :> Ausw 

Liaison was effected throu^^h /iLTI‘iNBURG> Prisoner 
states that there v^tis no close oo-OT5eration, although 
frequently common directives were received by all three 
depts following HIBIENTROP' s morning conferences relating 
to comon presentation of im^jcrtant news* 

' Wirtschaf tsministerium 



Co-operation was good* The Info Sec maintained a 
special sub-sec^ Y^irtschaf ts-Proxaganda, which kept in 
close touch v/ith the Ministry* 7irtschaf ts-Propaganda 

X^^blished a fortnightly magazine ”Clobus‘*, in all European, 
languages, which in la^rout copied the “Reader’s Digest" 
and contained reprints of articles on economic subjects 
which had appeared in the Xocis-controllcd Press* 

iiTbeitsf ront 

There Vvias similar collaboration in social questions, 
and the Infm Sec had a special sub-sec, Sozial-]^opago.nda* 

It featured all matters concerning social legislation 
and workers* v/elfare in /ixis-occupied countries, 'and also 
organised congresses of foreign workers in GERMANY* Its 
a.im was k) suggest abroad that the worker v/as better off 
under Peiscisn'i than Deiviocracy, 

9* RI3BENTRQF * s Coitf e: ences 

Prisoaier states that during the tlrae he worked in. the ^ Sec 
he attended six or seven informal conferences called by RIBBENTROP* 

One conference dealt with the concoction of an atrocity pamphlet 
on poison gas allegedly used by the Polish /iriqy, two others with the 
framing of the Gernmin replies to the French and British Foreign Office 
Xi^ublic Lotions on the corniv.enceraent of hostilities, at another the sec 
v/as instructed to x^repare a x^^ropaganda campaign to shcrw up British 
Imperialism at its worst (oppression of INDIA, exploitation of 
Colonies, subjugation of workers at home, etc; this eventually 
appeared in the "England Unmasked" series pf pai.phlets prepared by the 
Deutsche Inf‘orinatio:asstello; the tnfn Sec v/as a.pparently lukewarm in 
its attitude towards such a scheme)* ‘ Another Conference dealt with 
the G-erman propaga.nda line after the invasion of NORY/AY# The last 
three conferences were in connection with the USA Presidential elections. 
EIBBENTROF wished o launch a tremendous propagaMa cai-npaign in the USA 
against ROOSEVELT, using "Yellov/ press" methods to revile the President. 
After the occuxDation of PARIS a docuiaent was found in a French Freemason’s 
Lodge, the Grand Lodge of the Grande Orient^ containing formal addresses 
to and from ROOSEVELT, with ph6tograi:>hs of tt^e CEremonial presentation* 
AIBBENTECP saw in tTxis a proof of the sinister influence of International 
Jev/ry, Freemason::y, etc. Prisoner had some difficulty in persuading 
RIBESNTROP that bhe document was innccaous and useless for mud- slinging 
purposes. RIADENT. cOF then ordered prisoner to "find" (ie forge) another 
•more dama.ging docunr;^t, but prisoner claims that he managed to stall 
RI33ENTR0P until the elections were over. DISCIUJOPP, who was also 
' X'^^^sent at those meetings, backed Prisoner in^l3.s general argument tha^t 

Gerifian intervention on the side of \YIILKIE in what was an internal US ' 
matter would merely serve to strengthen ROOSEVELT. 
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.In the course of these conferences Prisoner bad opportunities 
of raisin^;: matters of hi£::h policy '\7ith RIBIEffilOP* At one tiiae. 
Prisoner, in association v/ith DIEC IvHOFF , iiLTj3NlDIJKG> /JEETZ and 
was stron^'ly in fcavour of a .’'moderate** policy towards PIL^CE; even 
no\7, prisoner believes that had the Germans adi'nitted FBJMJE as a 
Junior partner in the ’’Fan-Gerraanic ComrAonwealth*', the political 
constellation in EUBOIE would have been hard to unsettle^ RIBBENTROP, 
hov/ever, was not in favour of such a course, and HITLER, warned by his 
intuition that GERI^T/iNY v/as not papular in PRANCE, was in no mood to 
rjako concessions. 



At the last conference in Oct 40 RIBEENTROP offered Prisoner 
the post of head of the Infm Sec, v;ith the rank of Gesandter 1st Glass# 

Th€ position had become vacant through iljTEMBURG’s appointment, as 
. Chairman of the Rouxiv:'.nian-Hungarian Frontier Settlement Conii^iission 
and Ri-iHN’s transfer as envoy to FriRIS. Prisoner asked for 24 hours 
to think it over. He decided, however, that by becoming a state 
official he stood to lose h^s political reputation, v/ithout being 
ablo to influence German foreign policy# . Prisoner’s avowed ambition 
for some tine had been that of king'-maker, in his self-chosen role of 
the man-behind» the- scenes; ho v^as prepared to bide his time until 
he could serve uncter another more mlleable man whose political star 
was' on the rise# He therefore declined RIBBENTROP's offer, a . 
refusal which, led to a period of almost complpto political impotence until 
in Prisoner’s **Egmont’* period he once more became a power among the 
Nazi satellites, and but for GERIiPiNy’s defeat, might have become the 
guiding brain behind the Foreign Minister-to-be, SCHEIJjENHSRG% 

1 0# Prisoner’s Subsequent Contacts with Infm Sec 

iifter Prisoner’s refusal to serve uncer F^IBBENTROP, relations 
v/ere strained botv/een the two meh. Prisoner broke off his connection 
with the Infm Sec and returned to MUNICH* He continued to act as 
honorary adviser to the Sec, and visited it whenever he was in BERLIN* 

He states that during the following j/-ears he was rarely consxilted on 
the work of the sec, and is not famliar with its productions, but as 
a Journalist he was more than ever interested in keepit^' up his Ausw 
Ant contacts* lie \/as cordially received in the Infm Sec and given 
access to Ausw Ant files which normally would not have been available 
to an outsider# 



Prisoner has been questioned at length on his .contacts with 
Prof P A SIX, who in 1S'43 succeeded WUSTER and STAHLECKSR as head of 
the Infni Sec* SIX invited Prisoner to co-operate more closely with 
the ne\\r Kul-Pol Abt, on the lines of prisoner’s previous work mth 
the Infm Sec. Prisoner was then one of the editors of the OKF paper 
"Signal", and had occasionally taken part in conferences between the 
two depts, concernii^ common problems of foreign propaganda# Prisoner 
formed the impression that SIX had little idea of -propaganda; his 
methods struck him as crude, forceful and as inept as those of RIBEENTROF. 
It also appears that Prisoner disliked SIX on personal grounds# For 
these reasons he again declined to collaborate v/ith the sec, and his 
visits becai:i;e very much rarer' and were under tal<en for his own infm, 
and to exchange nov/s with TROTT su SOLZ and VffiRTH - his personal friends - 
who were both v/orking towards the 20 July* After TElOTT’s execution 
Prisoner hardly entered the sec# He states that SIX was not aware of 
his role as **Egmont" for Amt VI, aod denies knoWlQdg^ of glK’s • 
previous association with RSHA VII. ' 
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PRISONER'S LiX3T IvEETING V/ITH SCHELLENBERG 
FEBMSDUkG-, 29 Apr - 1 45 



(See also Repoi't "by 3i'<3. US j.'o'i'ny rnterroua.tion Centre, 
dated 25 Jul 45; I’ef X 2126, and 020 Pinal 
Report on SCHEU..ENIIERG, pp 106-110) 



Evacuation of BEIiLIN 

Towards the end of Mar 45, ’rrisoncr had a long conversation 
v/ith SCHELLENBERG in EERIjIN, in which he pointed out that their joint 
efforts to arrange a negotiated peace with the VV’estern Pov/ers had 
cone to nothing, since the pre-requisite for such a move - the 
liquidation of HITL'ER - had not been fulfilled. Nor had HII.^MLER had 
the courage to begin direct peace negotiations with the Allies, The 
tine for pet;ce negotiations, in Prisoner’s opinion, was now past. He 
considered, therefore, that his usefulness had cone to an end, and 
did not propose to await the Russian attack on BERLIN; he inforzned 
SCI'IELLENBERG that he v/ould leave BERLIN with the ijat VI staff which 
was then evacuating to BAV/JHA. SCHELTjENBERG did not share Prisoner’s 
pessinisn, but asked him to remain in touch y/ith Standf S^*NDBERC^R, in 
charge of adn of /uat VI, v/ho w^as.also going SOUTH* 

Prisoner left inirediately afterwrards with SANDBERGER’s party, 
and arrived some days later at TECSRNSEE, where Ast MUNICH had put a 
house equiipped v/ith a WT station at their disposal. Finding the 
acconnodation too crowded, Prisoner laoved to another billet in BAD 
HEILBRUl^IK, in v/hich town Ostubaf PAFFGEN and four or five others of 
/lint VI v/ere also living. During the next f ev/ weeks. Prisoner 
r-iaintains that he did nothing and v/as NOT iri. coi^nunicat ion v/ith Amt 
VI, but' he was visited from tiz;ie to tine b^^ SANDBERCER, v/ho kept in 
touch v/ith the RSH^x staff scattered about the district, 

Vv'T Messages from SCHELLENBERG 



About 25 Apr 45 S/iNDBEEGER visited Prisoner and told him 
that a "d’ message from SCHELEjEKDERG had just been received, requesting 
Prisoner to fly to LbEECK for discussions. Prisoner was at first 
inclined to refuse, since he was loath to leave BAVfiRIA aga-in, and, in 
any case, SiJTODERCPCR could not obtain an aircraft to take Prisoner 
NORTTL He therefore ignored the 'message, 

A few days later SANDLER GER, in a sbate of. great exciteuient, 
again called on Prisoner and told himz tliat a second message from 
SCHELIERBLRG had just been received, and tliat an aircraft was, now- 
standing by to take Prisoner to LT5BECK. Prisoner was still 
reluctant to go, but says he allov/ed hiiaself to be persuaded by 
SAKDBEEGER*s avrguiaent that Prisoner could ii6t know whether SCHELL-- 
ENBEEG had succeeded at the l<ast iTiouieiit in entering into more concrete 
peace negotiations, SAJMDBERC3SR handed Prisoner a memorandum for 
SGHELLENBERG on the reorganisation of' Ajat VI in the SOUTH, under- 
taken hy ILtlTEIiBRUlfflER, v/hich virtuallj^ araounted to a dissolution 
of /mat VI, P/u:IIECK and. SKORZENY v/ere to be in charge of what 
reiviained of the GIS in the SOUTH, S/iNDBERGSR yrg.ently requested 
Prisoner to obtain v/ritten instructions frora HBfl'SLER to rescind 
KALTMBRUNNER’s order. 
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ii'ter 3Di.'ie trouble S^J''DBERGailI\ found an aircraft which would 
take Prisoner to LI3BEGK. Prisoner left in a Ju 88 at 0330 hrs on 
30 Apr Zf5 fro-a ^xrALlKG- airfield (nr hOSE^IHEIM) and- arrived at LI5BECK 
at 0530 hrs. In L'UBEGK ho contacted SCHELLEKBERG ’ s secretory, who 
told hiri that SCiELEEi-'BERCT v/as in STdCDEN in connection with the 
BEEMJDOTTS nef^otiations, -‘.'ut \>rould arrive that evenin^;^ in FLENSBURG-. 
Prisoner left instructions to v/ire SCIISLIErGERG of his arrival, and 
in the afternoon flev/ on to PENSBURG. There he heard tha.t 
CKlEiCIilLL and Ti'rL!JA‘I-I haxT issued a coueunique on KD^/IlPc’s peace 
ne£otia,tions with PGRIA' JX)TTE , cate£;orically refusing to entertain 
offers directed solely to the IVestern Allies, Prisoner concluded 

that further negotiations v/erc futile, and gave instructions to his 
air crept to stand hy to teJeo him back to that night, 

A# Prisoner meets SCHELLEI'iBEKG 



Prisoner met SGirdLLENJISEG at 220Q hrs, SCHELLEI'IBERG asked 
Prisoner to accompany him in his car to iLD.3'.ESR ’s HQ at Ka-iLKHOPtST nr 
TF:AVE2vIUT'iDE, During the journey SCIEIIEMBEiRG gave Prisoner a resume 
of his negptiations with BERNiJDC)TTS and von POST, ’ s 

dilatoriness had delated negotiations until it was too late (he gave 
SGiiSIIjEriBIRG his authority on 23 Apr 45) c‘.nd in the last anal^^-sis 
HPddiEK must bear responsibility for the senseless destruction of 
G-erv.van towns and the heavy Ger;:ian casualties in the last few weeks, 
SCrELIENBLRG v/as now going: to report to HPMEP on his tolks in 
COPEKthiGEN and he asked Prisoner do be present at the • interview to 
strengthen his, SCilELLEI’IBERG * s hand in case of HPv MER ^ s further 
^Vacillation, Prisoner then told SCIiELLEKBERG of the officied idlied 
communique a.nd bluntlj^^ stated that further negotiations with the 
■Pijstera Powers alone were impossible, SCHELLEllBEl^G until then had 
been una.ware of the cooj. . unique; ' nevertheless it appears that he still 
had hopes of arriving o.t some agreement with the Western Pov/ers, 
using: the Ge-rman occupation of NORY^AY as his truiap card. Prisoner 
then declared his intention of rcturirlng to BAVAPL:.. as soon as possible, 
lie told SCtELIZliliERG that he v/as not facing up to the grim realities 
of the present situation, and added that the recent Y/ervvrolf propaganda 
a.nd concentration camp .atrocities had been incredible political 
blunders, SCHELLErBBERG said thad HBrB'liER was av/are of this, but 
ap'pe&jred p>owerless against ]30K^'I/iKi'■ and GOEBEELS, and went on to 
discuss possible members of on interim govt headed b^^ HUil^ILER, In 
the course of the conversation Prisoner handed SCHELLEMBEEG SAM>- 
BERGCR’s rxiemorandum on the reorganisation in the SOUTH. ^isoner 
stresses, hov/ever, that both SCHEIIEKBERG and he were concerned with 
high policy, and took little interest in v/hat. Kj^LTETIBRUNI'lER might be 
doing in BnV'JlIA. 3GKELLEN3ERG obviously considered Ajut VI as a 

thing of the p^st, but clearly regarded IG'ITEKBRUNMER * s action as 
unauthorised, K*: would, he said, take it up with HIMI''£LEFc, 

5* SCHSLIENBE RG* s T alks vith 

They a.r rived at IvilLKHORST early in the morning of 1 Wrj 45 
end leorned of KI^TLEFAs suicide that night (SCHELLEKBERG merely said: 
''Thank God for tlri;;:it’») and of DONITZ* appointment as head of the State. 
(According to the 020 Pinal Report on SCKELLENBSRG, EBB'-LER had 
already seen DONITZ earlier that morning and persuaded the latter to 
disTidss RIBBSImTROP ii^inediately. Prisoner has no knowledge of this 
lueeting, ) ’ 
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At about 0900 hrs SCIELLEI'IBEIIG* v/as cr.lled for a f ev^ minutes 
to HI2Q .liSri, v/ho inTormed him of the situation, and said that he 
intended to place himself Linder ,D0NITZ’ orders. He v/as driving over 
to FLON, DONITZ* KQ, immediately, am asked SCHELLEKDERG to accom- 
pany hira to report on the Swedish negotiations and to outline his 
ideas for the future. Frisoner followed in another car with 
adjutants. 



Con ference a t DOHITZ ^ HQ 



At about 1200 hrs party arrived at PLOK.. There 
Frisoner learned tb:it rJ^OPhiriiiOF hail been dis;:dssOd a,nd SCtMilRIH- 
IulOSIGK appointed I-oreign Minister, DONITZ immediately/’ drew 
HIlvilViLEl'C into conference, and asked SGIuiLLZrilOcG and Frisoner to 
\7ork out meanwhile a short mej'iorandu:'... on the next German vaove in the 
light of HITLER *s death and the communique of the 

night before. 

SCIildLLSRIBEI'^G told Prisoner ihat he fecHELLENBEBG)was to be KR0SIGK*s 
deputy and that the ueno v/as required mainly for KROSIGK's inf 111 . 

(Contrejry to the 020 PR on SCIIELULH-rd^illG, Frisoner disputes that 
KROSIGK i/es at FLORI at the time; he remembers that there were 
several telephone calls to EUTIN, v/here in^OSIGK was staying:. Nor 
does Prisoner remember see inf: KEITEL or JODL. ) SCHELLENBEKG and 
Frisoner then dr-mv u’p a short memoranduaTi containing the follov/ing 
points:- 

a) Unconditional surrender to all three Allies was now 

inevitable. This impliojcl peacex‘i_il cession of NOIuVAY and 
IIEi^/LnRIV • 

l>) Nevertheless, time nus’' be gained on the Eastern Front. 

The Russians must be held as long as possible, thOs 
allov/ing Germa.n troops and civilians to evacua.te to 
Central and y/estern (this applied specially to 

G0UId.idN®). For this purpose negotiations v^-dth the 
USSR must be protracted. 

c) In spite of the ’^uncondition:al surrender” jslause, 

concessions should be wrung from the Allies; the most 
importaiit would be the retention of a central governiaent. 

7 • SCdlELL ENLERG r e ceives New Ins t r uc t i ons 

Early in the afternoon SCIIdLIdSIDERG w’as received by/- DONITZ 
. to whom he elaborated the i^oints in the -memorandum. He v^ras instructed 
(by DONITZ ?) to leave for COIYUUL-iQilN im:-,:ediately and resui-ne contact 
with vonpJDDLT of the Sv/edish Poreif;n Office, to sourk)_ the idlied 
reactions to HITLER'S death, and -'lO asvsure von H)ST tha.t the new 
Gernrin government adhered in x^rinciple to t c previous offers. Mean- 
while, DONITZ had summoned G<m Obst BOHDiS, TE1I30VSN and BEST to report 
on the situation in the Northern Sector, but an immediate decision 
could not be expected. Sg r ^iXI . EM BSR G v/as to keep in contact v/ith the 
Swedish Goveri-unent, and to give the'T)0]\;i*’j)7, Government time to evacuate 
troops and civilians from the Eastern front. He iwis not at the time 
empowered to put forward an offer of unconditional surrender. 

8* Final Conversations v/ith SCH B ILEFTHERC 

SCHELLENBERG left FLCN at about 150C ..rs. He was to travel 
via FLSIxSBUPvG to GCPENHAGEN, and I^rispner accompanied him as far as 
FLENSBURG, v/here his aircrai't was v/aiting to take him back to BAVARIA# 
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During the journey SCHE LT JU NHFIRG- ancL^ Prisoner had their last 
exhaustive discussion# SCPIEIjTjE^TnirPG once more pressed Prisoner to 
remain, hut the latter declined oin the grounds that he thought all 
further efforts to save doomed to failure. He considered 

his usefulness had ended and did not Vvdsh to be publicly associated 
with the liquidvation of the Third Keich. (At the time Prisoner still 
had political ambitions for the future. A reputation untainted by 
the ”shaane’‘ of having been r esponsible for the armistice negotiations^ 
would ha.ve been a valuable asset. Siniilar charges had ruined the 
careers of the politicians af ter the 1914 - 18 v/ar. ) Never- 

theless, he intimated that should the interim government develop into 
a governirient of some stability, he would be available. Privately^ 
Prisoner claims, he anticipated the worst, although he did not state 
this to SCHELLENBEPvG-. 

In the course of conversation, ICALTENBRDNNEE was briefly 
touched upon. SCHELIjENHEPvG mentioned tl:iat, should Prisoner happen to 
see SiiNIBERGER or anyone else of the >Ait VI staff, he v/as to tell 
them that neither Itlll/iLSR nor himseli" recognised I^iiLTE3®RUNKSR ^ 
orders. Prisoner believes that SCHELLEMBERG- also said that HBvIffljER 
would countermand KuiTENBRUNNER ^ s orders by V/T* He states 
emphatically that no more v/cas said, and that he carried back no other 
instructions, especially since he stressed to SCHELIJENBERG that it 
was doubtful v/hether he would see SiiNDBEKGSK or anyone else. The 
course of events had overshadowed the internal politics of the RSHA. 

9^ MeaTiorandujn for SCHELLEKBERG 

In HjENSLURG Prisoner bade a solemn farewell to SCHELIENBERG, 
o.nd Y/ished him success in the future. SCITiLIJilNISlRG asked prisoner 
to leave hn.m another EXJ*e detailed memorandum on German policy after 
the unconditional surrender, which he prox^osed to submit to KROSIGK . 
on his return from COPENHjeiGEN. This document Prisoner drew up that 
evening;; he left it v\rith SCP]ELLEM£Ci\G*s secretary in PLENSBURG^ It 
contained the follov\rlng points :~ 

a ) The c.ardinal aim of German policy must be the 
preservation of a central German government, in spite of the 
Allied zonal division. As a suitable figurehead PRUNING* s 
riame might be put forward. The Americans should be 
approached for permission to contact PRUNING. (PRUNING 

had been mentioned previously by Prisoner in his ’*EGMDNT** 
Reports, see Appendix A, paras 1 and 9)* The new govern- 
ment could only include personalities not compromised in the 
eyes of the Allies. 

b) In order to plaoate.the Allies and to gain the above 
concession, the foliating measures would have to be 
instituted imuedicatel;/ ; - 

(i) Dissolution of the NSDidP, SS and affiliated orgs. 

(ii) Disbandment of Gestapo; seizure of all Gestapo 
offices raid records. 

(iii) In vievr of Allied disclosures of conditions in the 
concentration camps, a German definition and 
prosecution of ’’war criminals" was advisable. 
(SClAjfJSiGIEKG. had -mentioned iv'ULLER, Amtschef IV> 
and Ogruf POHL as th ' cj^ef war criroinals)* 

(iv) A strict ban on all Werwolf a’^tivities# 
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c) Prisoner added a personal rider for SOKETT.ENEHlRd. In 
order to preserve his political future, he would have to 
dissociate I'limself from HDv®.lLER (until the very end, 
SCI'IELUCKDERG had been unable to appreciate how comproniised 
IHI}.GLEIv v/as in Allied eyes, and had, in fact, assumed that 
he v/ould remain in the DONITZ government* HH2.€iER had I'iiade 
SCHELLEKdSRG; it was, for the latter, a question of persona), 
loyalty. ) 

Prisoner met I©.0SIGK later on in American captivit 3 ^ He 
learned from him that SCHBLIiEriliEIlG- ha^d put forv/ard the points men- 
tioned above* Only the ban on Tferwolf had been carried out; IX3NITZ 
could not bring; hirp.self to swallow the rest of Prisoner’s advice* 



10, Return to BixVARIA 



Prisoner left P^LENSrURG by. plane at 0200 hr s on 2 May 45* 
iif'ter a dangerous flight during which he v/as repeatedly chased by 
British night-fighters, ho landed ciurl^^ in the morning in PRAGUE* 

In the f ollo\vinr; night he flew on to SiUjZBURG and continued from there 
by car* Anerican troo‘ps h?.d already/- overrun BAD TOLZ, and Prisoner 
had to walk the last 30 kn* Prisoner claims that after his retxrrn 
he saw none of the /u:it VI staff, and did not even attempt to pass on 
SCHELDilNBERG’ s verbal message* He r.err^iined in BAD TOLZ until his 
arrest on 1 Jun 45* 

^ ^ • OQnclusion 

Compcirison of Prisoner’s and SCHELLEH3ERG* s statements 
(vide 020 FR on SCMILLEKDEEG, pp 106 - 110) has disclosed discrepancies, 
the most curious of which is SCHZIX.ENBEEG’ s omdssion to mention that 
he t'wice suirmoned Prisoner to LUI3ECK for consultation (this has 
already been confirmed independently^ by SAKDBSRQER) and his assertion 
that Prisoner returned SOUTH on liis instructions* All infm available 
bears out Prisoner’s contention tliat his relation to SCHELLENESTiG 
was solely that of political adviser, and he v/as summoned to 
SCIEIIjE-KBEI\G in this cai)acityr during a crucial period in SCHEIEIKDERG* s 
political career* 

Prisoner merely took vrLth him S AKDBERteER ’ s memorandum on the 
reorganisation in the SOUTH, but neither Prisoner, SCHELIiEHHERG nor 
HBdvILER attached much importance to ILfiTEKBRUNKER ’ s activities at the 
time. iig.ain, SCxELLEMBEPG * s assertion that Prisoner returned SOUTH 
on his instructions v/ould seem to be an overstatement; in fact, 
SCHELLEHBERG merely gave Prisoner a vague verbal message which he knew 
Il’isoner, in the circumstances, v/as most unlikely to deliver* 
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m-ENDIX D 

PRISOmai'S TRi.VELS I3R0ID 
(1925 - 1943 ) 



1 • Introduction 

Prisoner has been questioned in detail on his foreign travels* 
It was sought to establish the suggestion thrown out in the brief 
tliat there \yas more in his travels than journalistic reporting; that 
they in fact served as cover for an cconol^ic and political int 
wiission for the GIS or Ausw /jut, prisoner hr:is emphaticallj?’ denied 
this, nor has infm come to hand which woulvd .indicate that he was any- 
thing but what he claimed to be; an influential German political 
journalist. 

On the other hand, it must be remembered tha,t Prisoner, a 
journalist with a reputation and ambition, was in close contact \d.th 
highly placed person^^lities on whom ho impressed, his experience and 
views formed during his travels, the more so, since his real* con- 
victions and views were running counter to the current German pro- 
paganda* Thus Prisoner was able to exert privately considerable 
influence (through /ilbrecht ibxUSHOFEJ'c on Rudolf ilESS, through DIECK- 
KOPP, R/iHK and i..JiSTZ on RlbiENTROP, much later through SCrEdLLEIffillRG 
on HHvd.'XLER)* 

On his return from the US in 1938, prisoner made his views 
on iiLiSRICii*s attitude knoTO to high Party and State functionaries 
assembled at the NUREl.iDEBG Rally (see para 14). After his return 
from- the Middle East in Mar 39 > he sounded a ywirning through DIEGK- 
HOFP (see par^i 9)* In Aug 39, dismayed by RIEPENTiiOP * s intransigent 
attitude at a conference at PUSCHL (see Appendix B, para 3) Prisoner 
prophesied that German agression in POL/iND would mea,n, a) war v/ith the 
British Empire, b) tho.t the French wotild not prevent the British 
reversal of the x^olicy of ap’p^'-^sement, and c) tlcaxt the US would enter 
the war six months la. ter.* This memo was passed in two copies via. 
Albrecht HAUSHOPSR; one copy for IIEGS and one for HITLER. In Sep 
39 HESS* adjutant appeared at Prisoner *s Office cind confiscated the 
file co]py and shorthand notes £is '‘Toi> Secret”; this is the only 
official reaction knovvn to Tbrisoner, Similar critical memos to Gen 
Obst JOEL v/ere by-pjroducts oi* Prisoner's visits to SP/ilN in 1943 Q-nd 
1944 (see paras 24 and 28). . 

Such criticisms of a.sp)ects of Germ£»n foreign policy can 
hardly be regarded as political int reports, the more so, since they 
v/ere unsolicited and not premeditated. Prisoner *s travels appear 

to be, therefore, of little' Cl value. ' They have been listed briefly 
in chronological order, and some of his more important journeys ha.ve 
been treated in some detail. 

2* Chronolog y 



1925 


ITALY 


Holiday with Prisoner’s parents. 


1926 


VISMA and BUD/>EEST 


Study trip during University • 






suEiner holidays. 


1927 


LITtiUiiKIA, ESTONIA 


Six weeks' journey, mainly in 




and LATVIA 


HEViJj, (T.TLLINN) and RIGA. 



1928 
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1 929 suiTimer 
1 930 sujHner 



autumn 

1931 



autumn 

1932 



Sep-Dec 



1 933 spring 



autm-m 

Dec 

1 934 Mar 

autumn 

1 935 summer 

autumn 

1936 Feb 



Maji'/June 

summer 

1 937 Jan-I.fer 



POLAND and 
CZECHOSLOVxdCrA 



ILd;jTIC STidTSS 
STflTZEPLAI'lD 



LIBiiU 

YUGOSLAVIA, BUI^G/JIIA 
HUFGIJIY 



P^TvIS 
PRAGUE ■} 
P/iEIS ) 
LONDON ) 
LENINGEL'iD 



GSCNEVA 

CROATIA 



Northern IT/iLY 

— iiicIS 

ROM 



Several vreeks' journey, gathering 
r/aterial for his doctor's degree, 
much of which was used in his 
book "Zv/ischeneui\opa und die 
Deutsche Zukunft". 

Severa.l weeks' journe^^, more 
material- for liis book. 

Attended 3~r*ionths suaiinier course 
in GENEVA at Oxford School of 
Interna.tional Relations under 
Prof ZM.'iERN, followed by holiday 
in SWITZERLiUID. 

Fortnight's holiday. 

Six weeks' journey for more 
material for "Zwischeneuropa". 
Financed by grant from HEIIELHijIRG 
Sociological Institute. 

For tnight ' s holiday. 

Brief trips as free-lance 
correspondent for "Die Tat". 

A few days' visit at the 
invitation of Ges ROSTER, German 
Envoy in RIGA. 

Working in the Secretariat of 
the League of Nations. 

Several weeks ' journey; visit 
to Prof IVCIC, Prof of Sociology 
at ZAGPiEB, followed by holiday 
on Isle of RAB. 

Gathering material as free-lance 
journalist. 

Fortnight's visit to PARIS e-s 
correspondent for Mtinchener 
Neueste Nachrichten (MNN), 
Covering MUSSOLINI-DOLFUSS-GCMBOS 
Conference for MNN. 



SWITZERL.JMD and ITALY Tvto weeks' holiday in LOCARNO, 

GENOi. and SiOTA tlARGHERITA LIGURE. 



LONDON 

P/RIS 

PRAGUE 

(SNEVA 

DiIi-..j\.TIA, amSCE, 
BUL.Gi'SIA, ROUIUINIA, 
HUNGjUD: 



EOIS 



ffiiNEVA 



Brief trips to cover stories for 
MNN (Sudeten question, Anglo- 
Gerimn Naval Agreement,. League 
of Nations Session). 

Originally planned as a holiday, 
but became a tour of the BALKjU' 5S 
for I-/ENN on the BALK/iN attitude 
towards the Abyssinian war. 

Few weeks as correspondent for 
MNN, dealing with Gei'nian- Italian 
relations (AUSTRIA) and Abyssinian 
war. Prisoner was received by 
tiUSSOLINI. 

Attended two sessions at the 
League of Nations on Abyssinian 
war. 



SLEIEIN Few weeks ' summer holiday. 

MIDDLE E.iST ' EGYPT, P^IESTINE and SYRIA. 

Journey undertaken for I, INN. 
Details will be found at paras 
4 and 5 . 
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summer PiiRIS 

autumn IT/*LY 

1938 Apr - Au£ USA 

Sep LONDON 



1 939 Jen' - I,fer IvUDDLE Ex^iST 



Aug 
1940 Jan 



• 

VENICE 
COFENfUiGEN 
THE IHiGUE 
/*:STEKDIJv! 



Majr SlOCMiOLM 

UEPSIJ^A 

June BELOPAJE 

:.;UDAPEST 



Aug/Sep 

Deo 

1 941 spring 
Ma.y 

1942 



EVJ;IS ■ 

PiJcIS and RHEBiS 
EOlvE 

LISBON and IL'iDRID 
EUSSIiv 



1943 Mar ROMS 



Jun/Jul MADRID . LISBON 
1 944 Apr COPENHi.GEN 

Ma 5 '- M/JjRLD and LISBON 

Aug jvnLiiN and PASiHSO 



Aur PARIS 

Nov CRACOW 

Dec C0F£l<ttL.(2iN 



Spent one v/eek as £uest of the 
Coivdte at 

International \7or Id Exhit^ition, 

'P //0 weeks* holiday. 

Journey undertaken for also 

gathering material for his hobk 
"Der msslose Kontinent”, Details 
will he found at paras 10 14* 

Stayed there for a few days after 
return frora US, covering Sudeten 
crisis. 

EGYPT,’ SAUDI i\R;j3IA, IId\Q, IIuiN, 
AFGIii'JHSTi-1^. Seaond Middle East 
journey undertaken for MME# Also 
gathering:, 'material for his hook 
‘•Juden, Engldnder und iiTaheaf: in 
P.v.LJlSTlNA’h For details see 
par a S' 6 - 

Attending Biennial Exhibition* 

Short ledture tout* for Ic^m Sec, 

Ausy/ on '.’Economic and 

Folitidal Unity of New Europe”. 
Lectures arre.nged hy Kulturattaohes 
of Embassies. 

Lectures as above^ .through Deutsch- 
Schwedische Gesollschaf t. 

Lecture as above.. 

Stopped f or two days • to talk 
Hungarian politics with German 
Correspondents there, .notably 

KOPmuBER of mm. • 

Accompanied RAHN to Pi^lS after t^ie 
occu'pation (see paras 16).. 

Visit to and AEETZ (see para 17)« 

Fct7 dUiyaVltisit for "Signal”,. 

Short visit to DIECKHOPP (see 
pcira ,19). 

Serving as Lt with propaganda 
Coy on the Eastern- Front. 

Short visit for "Signal” to 
discuss tech and distribution 
problems for Italian edition., 

Visit to DIECKHOPF (se.e para 22). 

Short visit to BEST and meeting, 
with KRffldER. (see para 29).- 
Visit to DIECIvHOPF (see para 25). 
Officially for "Signal”.; main 
purpose to visit RAHN and ask' him 
to intercede for TROTT zu SOLZ, 
condemned to death for 20 July 
conspiracy. 

Reporting on the "Pall of PARIS". 

(see para 1 8). 

Lecture to staff of a Heeresgruppe 
on international affairs. 

Short visit to BEST and meeting with 
KRAMER (see para 30 )• 
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I. JOURNSYS TO THE MIDDLE: E.xST 



3* Purpose 



Unci.ert.aken for, and financed Uy, the Mtinchener N^^ueste 
Naohrichten, reporting on the political situa.tion in the I/UDDLE 



First Journey, Jan - Ma r 1937 



if# Itinerary 



ALEXi-EIDRIY - G..IRO - LUXOR - AS\t;jN - ;7ADI H.JiFA - SUDLN; 
hy air from KHi’LRTOUM to CAIRO JERUSALEM HAIFA -- TEL AVIV - 
SYRIA - LEBu-EJON; ' from there hack to IT^-xLY. 

5* Contacts and' Personalities 



a ) EGiP’T 



Germans 

Gernian Envoy in CiJRO, Frhr von OwAyACHEHDORP. 

I^eg &ek Dr SIEGFRIED* 

German Consul-General in iJdiXll>IDrcIA. 

Iwan KII(CHNER, Foreign CorresxKndent of Frankfurter Zeitung# 
Very well inl’ormed, with niany contacts to iirab and 
Italian circles. 

SCH^AITZ, Foreign correspondent of MIIN. 

German business men in EGYIIC (names 'f ..'rgotton)# 

Director of German School in CifTRO* 

Members of aurohaeological Institute. Very well informed 

about current situation# ' . 

Italian s 

Members of Italian Ev:bassy and Italian Journalists 
(throui:;h KIECHNTS.)« 

Britiah . 

British Einbassj^ (through introduction of Geririan Ainbassador ). 
Sir Miles LAlVlPSON, 

Oriental Socretarju 

Several British Consular officials inv V/aDI HidiPA and KHiVRTOlM. 
MEKTOW (?), Correspondent of "Daily Telegraph". Through 
him met a number of iirab journalists and politicians* 
Representative of United Press and INS. 

French 

Correspondenife of "Le Teraps" and 'TScho de Paris". 

Egyptians 

NiUL^S Pexsha (Prime 1' inister). 

lUiKRiiM EBEID Pasha (rinanc.c Minister). ' 

ALI Mi'iHEE Pasha. 

Egyptian itTibassador in LONDON. 

Chairiran of MISR Combine, an ■. directors of MISR Film Studios 
and idr lines. 

Editors of "El idiraj;-", 'El. Mokattan"' and other journalists. 
The fiist Sheik of EL .UlgAP ■> osque and University. 



I 
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S&yptians (Contd ) 

* 

Officers of Er ^rptian' whoa Prisoner met casuall^^ in 
ASWxJNf. 

Several students ljelonf;inc to radical nationalist circles, 
Sorae of the youn(j;.er opposition politicians of the 7/APD, 

'b) PixLESTIME 

Germns 

Geraan Consul-General DOHLE and Vice-Consxol DITTO/L'iH. 

Dr Franz RSICHEKT, representative of DKB* 

Gerr.i£ui farmers and business raen of German settlement 
WILHGLMINA nr JiEPA* 

German business men in JERl3B/iLEM, H'ilFA, TEL AV3?^.' 

British 

The Hich CoiiHidssioncr for FALESTIilS, Gen WAUCHOFE, 

Public Relations Officer, and some other members of 
Adivdni s t r a t i on, 

ijrab 

The Mufti of j;iiIRUSid.EIvA 

AUNI BEY iflDUL IDDI, Loader of ISTIQULidi Party. 

Chairman of High or /^ab Committe.e. 

Some other leading Arabs in goverruiient positions. 

The Mayor of tTGRUSiJEM. 

Members ol' the /crab Conirdttees of HiAEFA and TIBERIi^. 

Jews 

Officials of the Vi^AD LEBJIL. 

Officials of the Jewish Agency in JEKUSi^iLEM, in various 
Jev/ish settlements. 

Jev/ish YOf iters, lawyers, etc in TEL AVIV, 
c) TRiJJSJOKDi^l 

Erair mDULLMl. 

■cl) SYRIA . • ' ■ 

German Consul-General SAILER, v/ho introduced prisoner to 
officials of the French Adrainistration and also to ^ 
some Syrian politicians (na.mes forgotten). 

Second- Journey, Jan - Mar 1939 

Itinerary 

EGYPT - SAUDI .iRABI.; - EGYPT - PALESTINE - IRAQ - IRAN - 
*"PGHANIST/iE‘U Prisoner travelled by air. He returned from 
jEGIiil^lISTAR via ATHENS and BUDaPEST to GERMANY. 
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7 • Contacts and Per s onalities 
a) EGYPT 

Prisoner looked up his former contacts. In addition |ie met 
the f ollov/inc ; - 

Germans 

JjOQ S&k von liEYEEN, of the Embassy, bad replaced SISGKIIED, 
and had been instructed by the /-unbassador to assist 
Prisoner in every v/ay, 

iirabs 

King 

Chief of Egyptian General Staff. 

IJPIFl Pasha. 

Sheik EL luJEvAGI of EL I-itlZiH. Llosque. 
t) shdPi iiiijyiL 
Gerr : a.ns 

Ges GH0rJ3A, the new envoy to SAUDI iPJJBIA. 
iarabs 

' King IBN S.3UD. , 

Cro'f/ii Prince EEIS^iL. 

Foreign Minister. 

The KilBlt'JO'Jyv- (Governor ) of Province HEDJA. 

British 

British Envo^^, Sir Ibvader BULLiJU), 

Mrs PHIIBY. 

Italians 

Italian Envoy. 

Head of SAUDI iJli-J3IA 'biir Force”. 



iu^ericans 



Engineers of Stanciard Oil Co. 

c ) li\^xQ 



Germans 

Members of the Legation (names forgotten; short talks only). 



iurabs 



NURI ES SAID Pasha., later Prime Minister. 

TaStLx Pasha, Minister of War 

Officials of the Dept of Education (Prisoner was interested 
^ the settlement of the jjedouin tribes). 
ivTab oinlgTes f rom P/iLESTXME. 

The Mr'yor of B.xGHDAD. 

Sheik ASIL, Chief of the SH/ivLi^ Tribe. 




&. Publications 



A series of twelve to f ifteen articles appeared in the ^IMM 
cafter each journey, larf_;e number of photographs were made 

available to the Mdnchener Illustrierte Presse, Prisoner's book 
"Juden, Engldrxier und ..raber in Palilstina”, appeared in '1938 
(DH^IERICHS). 

9. other Contacts 



Prisoner denies that he made any other use of the infm he 
gathered on. ^is journeys. The ^'*usw Jjnt was aware that Prisoner had 
gone, but he did not subuiit a report on his return# Gos von HENTIG^ 
a personal friend of Prisoner, gave him one or two introductions to 
jjrt^bs in UbiQ, but other than that, he received no assistance# 

Prisoner gathered the impression that:, in spite of the' 
appeasement policy in LONDON, the British in the MIDDIiE were 

preparing for war and regarded v/ar with GSHPI'i'iNY as inevitable# He 
said as rauch publicly in his articles, and asked his friend, Ges 
DIECKHOPF in the i..usw A'.it, to convoy a warning to this effect in 
official quarters. 



1 0. Purpose 



II, JQhPHEY TO USA 
(/.pr - Aue 38) 



To report on current developraents in the USA, especially 
on the ^anerican attitude towsirds The journey was linder- 

taken for, and financed by, the }/tNN, and the Munchener Illustrierte 
Presse, Pro'm May 38 onwards, sixteen articles appeared in the MNN 
and three illustrated articles in the MIP» Prisoner’s book "Der 
.asslose Kontinent" was largely based on impressions gathered during 
tl'iis trip, but did not .appear until spring 42 # 

T^e immediate reason for the trip was an invitation fron; 
DIECKHOPF, then Crernia.n Anbassador in the US, and a close personal 
friend of Prisoner’s, . DIECKHOPF wrote to Prisoner that he v/ould 
welcome his visit, since, in his opinion, iimerican affairs were not 
being fully reported or even understood in DIECKHOPF had 

sent a siirdlar invitation to Rudolf ICERCH3H, the editor of the 
”Prankf urter Zeitun^^”, v/ho had toured the US three months previously. 

1 1 • Itinerary 

Prisoner travelled v/ith his wife.- In NEW YORK they bought 
a second-^hand car and motored through the US* They were given 
introductions by the German Embassy to many ’’representative ijaerican 
per soHrali ties". German consulates were advised in advance of their 
arrival, o.nd arranged introductions to local personalities# Prisoner 
was at pains to keep his tour informl and unofficial. 

a ) JSE;? 

Guest of the German Gen Konsul BORCHERS, who gave two 
receptions for Prisoner, at which he met v/ell-known NEW YORK writers 
and journalists. iaTion^;. the guests were;- 




1'.^ GEKP (Publisher). 

i'lrs ijrme JicCCBMICK (Owner, V.o\7 York Times)* 

?r BUSIli (Foreign Folicy iissocir.tion). 

Representatives from International News ^^^gencies* ^ 
Journalists from New York dailies* 

prisoner also met 'some of the editorial staff of ”Time’*, 
"Life”, and "Fortune", in particular, Mr PLVENFOKT, co-editor of 
"Fortune". Ke also had several talks with Henry and. -Claire LUCE* 

■b) YL'SHINGTON 

Prisoner steyed for four weeks as guest of DIECKHOPF* 
DIECI^IOFP complained about IIPIFENTPOP * s short-sighted policy in his 
treatment of tho US, especially his encouragement of the "Bund"*' 

He gave Prisoner insight into all revelant Ausw luut files, which he 
brought out with him to his residence. During the four weeks, 
Irisoner attended the r^.ceptions given by the ambassador > two of 
them in Prisoner’s honour, Ax^art from tho Embassy staff, v/ho in 
turn invited Prisoner to their houses and through whom he met their 
personal friends, both Germans and jknericans, Prisoner was introduced 
to a number of Senators, representatives and members of the State 
Dept* He can now recall the names only of Rep NYE, Senators 
ViUTOENBERG , WHEELER, V-AGNFiK and TiPT. To all of these, in so far as 
they needed convincinr , Prisoner expounded tho beneficial and 
rational influence of Nazi GEHFLU''IY on EUI^IOPE, ‘ disrnissing the shadier 
side of the picture with a shrug o.nd an assurance that it was 
designed to kee‘p the ignorant Gerr:ia.n imsses quiet* 

Prisoner also had a talk with John LEV/IS, then already an 
opponent of ROOSE'^TELT’s* LEWIS v/as aii attentive listener to 
prisoner’s svriooth account of Nazi "Socialism" for the Germn working; 
class* 

Through the Embassy^ Prisoner was granted interviews with the 



Here Prisoner’s charm failed to impress* 
ROOSEVELT angrily denoxmeed GERX/lANY’s 
armexa.tion of auSTRI-j'-, contemxDtuously 
dismissed Prisoner’s X)rotest that the 
annexation was the wish of the "entire 
Austrian p>©ople"* As a result of 
ROOSEVELT *s frigid reception and his 
sincere- dislike of Na.zism, Prisoner 
reported - and later elatborated the theme 
'in his book, "Der Masslose Kontinent" - 
that ROOSEVELT was filled with hatred for 
all things Gerivian, was se: t on destroying 
German Kultur, and already then (1938) was 
pre'parinr: for an aggressive war* He 
rationalised his prejudice hy saying that 
inter naX* difficulties v/ith the New Deal 
forced ROOSEVELT to focus discontent on an 
externa.l victim (thriving GERMANY)* 
Secretary of State ) Routine 

Secretary of the Interior i official 

Secretary of Agriculture’ ) interviews* 



f ollovidng : 



President ROOSEVP 



Cordell HULL 
Harold ICKES 
Henry V/ALLACS 
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c) TEMMESSEE 



Thorough inspection of the TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY, 
and lone talks v/ith the t\7o leadine TVA officials, liix David 
LILIENTKAL and Jjr MORG/iN. 

d ) NSW QRLEAI-IS -TEXAS - SM TA FE - CALIFORNIA 

Prisoner ca,lled on local notables en route, ee sniall-town 
bosses, editors of local prapers, judoes, etc, Occalsionall^^ he 
visited a celebrity, er Ifeir^aret I^/ilTCHSIjL in ATLiU'TTA ("Gone vd.th 
the Wind’*)* In HOLLT.yOOD Prisoner toi.ired the filra studios* 

e ) SM FRAITCISCO - SALl' LA KE CI TY - KANSA S CITY - SAINT LOUIS 

Leisurely return LAST, ap;ain stopping to talk to lotfal 
notables. A week^s stay in SAINT LOUIS. 

f) CHICAGO 

Invited by the North-Western University to lecture on a 
"Pan-European Federation”. This talk was badly received, and 
prisoner weis directly attacked in an after-dinner speech by the 
President cf the University. He also spoke before various clubs 
e.nd societies in the city. 

g) DETROIT 



Through the Gcrnan Consul, Prisoner was introduced to the 
General Manager of FORD’S, and obtained an interview with Edsel FORD 
in DEiiRBORN. Extensive visit to GENrPi'Jj MOTORS, followed by 
invitation to adclress leading autoniobile industrialists at an 
inl’orrial neeting. 

h) C LEVELiiND 

Short stay there; the Gervofm Consul introduced him to 
influentia.1 business circles. . 

i) B OSTON 



Visit to Harvard University; 



1 2. NE?/’ YORK Final Talks v/ith. DISCKHQFF 

Prisoner returned to IJEW YORK, where he remained for a 
fortnit^ht before leavinr- for GSRNLANY. DIECKHOPP came up from 
WASHII'IG-TON, and asked Prisoner to support his apparently lone voice 
a:aon£; Nazi politicians at hone and iiTipress upon then that the "Stop 
■ GEKdiiNY" campaign in the US was a significant movement away from 
Aj^ierican isolationism, and was likely to grow in proportion to 
fflRMAKY's expansion, (see para V+). 

Vdien Prisoner arrived in WASHINGTON, DHOKHOPP had shown Mjji 
a long report on Fritz KUHN's "Bund" which he h i prepared for the 
Ausw Amt, in. which he ’wrote that this org vTas rui by. opportunists, 
inept politicians and racketeers, and advised th. t no further 
financial, political or moral support should be given to it. His 
reports apparently carried no weight in official quarters,* and he navi 
asked Prisoner to support him publicity in his paper. Prisoner claims 



that dijring his stay he did not neet KUHM, or attend^ a ^'Bund** rally. 
Nevertheless, froiii his talks with iXiericans he foraed the sane 
impression as DISCI®OFF, and subsequently reviewed the ’’Bund^ 
unfavourably. .;-.s Prisoner and BIECKHOFP had anticipated, this 
article provoked the to indignation. Prisoner v/as publicly 

and privately reprimanded by the Propo^^anda ]:Ainistry, He forwarded 
all this material to DIECMIOPP, who, in turn, took the case a© an 
opportunity for sending another official memorandum condemning German 
backing (his efforts, hov/ever, were unrewarded). 

DIECKHOFF further asked Prisoner to employ George Sylvester 
VIBRECK as the US correspondent of the MNN. To this Prisoner agreed. 
This is the only instance where Prisoner is known to have been in 
direct contact with an int cigont (with the exception of the ’^graont" 
period) and me.y therefore be of interest. 

1 3* VIEKSCK*s Employm e nt by the !^,CMN 

DIECKHOFF introduced Prisoner to VXEKECK during his visit in 
WASHINGTON. VIEF^ECK was an illegitimate son of Kaiser Wilhelm II > ' 
who had lived in the US fo^ many, years. During the -1914 - i8 war, 
he edited the pro-’G<tri::..an ^’^Das Vaterland” and had many acquaintances 
among Senators and representatives, especially the isolationists. 
DIECKHOPF used VIICKECPv as an informer on the WASHINGTON, political 
scene. Apparently in order to help VIEKHICK financially, DIECKHOPF 
asked Prisoner to take him on the staf f cf his paper, but his 
jourmlistic abilities were poor, and v/hon DIECKHOPF was recalled from 
the US tov/ards end 1938^ Prisoner vd.shed to dismiss the man, 

DIECKEiOPF, however, v/as anxious to continue to receive VIERECK*s 
reports, asked Prisoner to keep), VXEIfECK on his staff, and agreed to 
refund his salary of ^ 500 per month, 

VlERECK^s weekly reports arrived b^r air mail via the 
BEKvIUDAS, and bore, after Sep 39, British censorship stamps. They 
v/ere addressed to the I-'INN and v/ere only signed with a rectangle 
(VIEKECK = rectangle iri German), a copy of \ 7 hich was forwarded by 
Prisoner to DIECHIOFF in the Ausw i^it. The reports contained 
clippings -from Ar.erican papers and articles, the opinions of citizens 
in Capitol Hill, interspersed with ’'inside tips” on future Presidential 
policy, what notables had bc->en received at the White House, and notes 
on industrial development' and production bottlenecks. Only the latter 
items were of value. Prisoner states that the reports reflected the 
current political atmosp)hero in WASHINGTON, and were, for DIECKHOPF, 
a useful compleraent to the official reports from the Gkjrman .'Ambass- 
ador, while, after AMERICA entered the war, the scarcity of int from 
the US was such, that even these insignificant messages were valuable. 

In sprin-g 41, the MNN paid -'VlERECK a lujTip sum of ^ 10,000, 
ie eighteen months* salary in advance. Shortly after the outbreak 
of war, VIERECK v/as arrested by the FBI and the connection peased. 
Prisoner has since been ird'ormed at OBERURSEL that copies of all 
reports went were found in VIEKECK*s flat in NEW YORK. Prisoner is 
positive tha.t VIERECK v/as only working as personal V-man f or . DIECKHOFF , 
ana not for the GIS. ' He asked SCHELLENBERG in 1944 whether he knev/ 
of VIERECK, but the la tier replied in the negative. 

1 4# Prisoner Reports on his uS journey 

In Sep 38, Prisoner attended the NUREMBERG Party Rally, in 
order to warn the leading Nazi functionaries that should it come to 
war v/ith the Ulv, the USA would, in his opinion, jedn within six months* 
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This v/as in f ulf ili.'ient of ids proniso to DIECIQhOFP that he woiold use 
his influence to support DIECI’l'IOPP * s sim'.lar vie\7s« Prisoner had 
talks v/ith WIZSilCICER, DIETRICH, MiiNN, ROSENBERG, HENLEIN 

(the Sudeten Leader), GOEBBELS, NAl»/Ii\NN and PRITZSCHE* Except for 
V/EIZSACICER and FRITZ SCrlS, Prisoner ^ s we.rninc- fell on deaf ears. He 
later learned that the reports of the German military a.ttache in 
WASHII>]GTON, Gen von BOTTICHER, were larr:ely responsible for the 
prevailing sense of complacent security. prisoner states that 
except for this he made no report to any other official quarter. 



III. "/ISITS TO PR/iNCE 



15. Eajrly 1^0 

V/hen RiiHI'l took up his Ausw cappointnent in PARIS he asked 
Prisoner, at the time still editor of the iONTN, to accompany him, as a 
personal friend, and "adviser” on pplicy. I'Tisoner also covered the 
occupation of PARIS for his paper. He stayed for ten days, and spent 
most of his time goinp: through French Foreign Office files. He was 
toying v/ith the idea of preparing a pamphlet compiled from French 
docuiaents proving French war ,^.uilt. He states tliat he met few French 
per sonc?.li ties, since these had not yet returned to PifflIS, but he had 
long discussions with RidJN on \/hat he considered the proper policy 
t owar ds FRidv CE . 

1 6. Sep 40 



Prisoner returned to P/iRIS for a fev/ days at RAHN's invit- 
ation. He met a nmber of Fronch collaborationists, with whom R/HN 
and Prisoner discussed the current political situation. Prisoner is 
still under the impression that the Gormans were joyfully received by 
the French, v/ho, aT.iT3arently, w'erc abl^j to forget their mdlitary defeat. 
Prisoner also went through n-iore diploratic documents, but carxie to the 
conclusion that there was not sufTicient evidence available to produce 
the sensational pamphlet he had in r:dnd. 

17. 10 Dec 40 

Prisoner was invited by Gen SCHA/iL, GOG of a Fz Lehr Div at 
id]HIMS, to lecture to his staff on Frranco-German relations. From 
rdlEIMS Prisoner v/©nt again to PARIS, staying v/ith RiiHN for a few days. 
Prisoner states that he arrived at the tivx of the LnVAL crisis, when 
ilBETZ'^and RIBBENT OP^s policies towards FRIiNCE for the first tine 
clashed openly. Prisoner spent many hours encouraging RiM:N and ABETZ 
to persist in a ''sane", lenient viev/, as opposed to RIBBENT .OP ’ s harsh 
treatment of FRA1^^CE. 

1 2-19 Aug 2^4 



prisoner went officially to ITii'dJCE for "Signal", in order to 
gather a personal impression of the invasion and to hear . first-hand 
reports at GHQ Heeresgruppe B, then at S7iINT-GER}/IAIN. Prisoner had 
lengtlij^ conversation with the Ic, Gen BLIB/ENTRITT, who told him that 
the c^\mpaign in FRi-iNCE was all but over. Prisoner was received by 
Feldnaar schall von KLUGE, who wo.s in a black rage, and told him point- 
blank that the war w.as lost and that HITLER, KEITEL and JODL were 
incompetent fools (KLUGE corxtLttcd suicide a few weeks later). 
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In F/iRIS, Prisoner called on -IBETZ to discuss the political 
inplications of ti.e Gernan defeat in FR/iECE. iiBETZ apparently was 
living in a dr can world untroubled, by victorious iillied armies; he 
v/as then in delic<ate and complicated negotiations with HERRIOT, whereby 
iiEETZ would forma.lly hand over the Government of PR/iNCE to a "French 
National Assembly’^ (events moved too fast and /iBETZ* symbolic cere- 
mony ended in undignified rout). 

Prisoner claims th:.it the Parisians, during these last few 
days, were extreiwely friendly towards the remaining Ge^rman garrison# 

Up to the time when Prisoner left on 1 9 Ang, three days before the 
libera.ticn, there was no trace of FFI activities. Prisoner was so 
impressed by the sympathetic attitude of the citizens that he 
recorded this in an article in "Signal" called "The Last Days of , 
Pj\RIS". 



Prisoner claims tliat he made MO further use of his conversations 
with iHETZ and von KLUGE* Ho wrote a lengthy report at OBERURSEL on 
the subject. 



IV. visits to SPAIN and PQRTUGiiL 

First Visit 

19. Ivlay 41 * Visit to ESTORIIi 

Prisoner spent a fortnight at ESTOPJL nr LISBON on behalf of 
the J/iNN. He stayed at the Hotel I.irama.r, ESTORIL# 

20. Purpose 

The purpose of his visit was to gain an objective impression 
of the effects of the bombing of LONDON, and the political situation 
generally. Prisoner, listening to British broadcasts and awr^re of the 
fallibility of the Propaganda Ministry, suspected that German claims 
were not in perspective. Ho was therefore anxious to talk to well- 
informed persons in a neutral country and check their conclusions 
ag£dnst his own. 

21 • Contacts 

Prisoner claims that he did not attempt to contact any 
member of the GIS in PORTUGAI. or for inside inf^ . He pro- 

fesses to have had a lov/ opinion of Abw, and believed that Ge^rman 
foreign correspondents were much better informed and had their own 
circle of useful contacts. 



j-iS will be seen, some of the journalists were in fact members 
of the GIS. Prisoner denies bein^'- av/are of this, and did not seek to 
inquire into his informants* sources# 



Prisoner recalls meeting the following:- 



uoYwiKjCr e 

HEmTIGEN-HUHNE 



Irene SELIGQ 




Hans SELIGQ d^^ 




German jVabassador in LISBON# . Formal 
courtesy call oiily. 

Foreign Correspondent of "Frankf^ter 
Zei tung Extr emely well-informed 
(Note: Knovm to have been on inJi^'^® 

terns with Richard SCHMIDT, IM, LISBON.) 
DINATAG Correspondent, fornierly MNN 
correspondent in LONDON. Also well 
inf orraed. 



I 



1 . 



I 



I 



Heinrich 

Prau 



DRAGiam 



Italian Diploniat 



Correspondent of "Berliner Bdrsen 
Zeitun^';. (Note; Known to have worked 
for Ab\7 in P/iRIS; believed to have 
been a member of the SD in LISBON)* 
Correspondent of "Das Reich"* Exception- 
ally well informed, v/ith n^any contacts 
in Portuguese and Spanish circles. 
(Note; Mother of Erich VERMEREN of 

KO TURKEY'). 

MNN Correspondent, Prisoner later' 
learned that he -vvas "somehow" 
connected with KO PORTUGiiL* 

(name forgotten) First Secretary (?) 
at Italian Legation in LISBON, from 
whom he received a very exact account 
of the bombing of LONDON, which hsvd 
been given by an Ita,lian priest 
recently returned from LONDON. 



Prisoner also met officials of the Portug\Jiese propaganda org, 
v/hose names he no longer recalls. 

A secondary purpose of prisoner's visit was to organ>e6^ the 
purchase of Ai'nerican and Allied literature through the 

war the IvOMN had ^ been allotted a quota' of foreign li^erat^e through 
the Propaganda Ministry, but this was insufficient. ' Prisorti?r was 
especially keen to obtain regular supplies of "Fortune", which was ^ 
well.- inf ormed and apparently unav/are of security restrictions. 

Lastly, Prisoner treated this visit as an unofficial 
holiday, and spent some time collecting:, material for his forth- 
coiTiing book, "The Age of Icarus". 

Second Visit ^ 

22. Jul 43 Visit to MYiDRID 




Prisoner stayed for three v/eeks at the Gernian Embassy as 
guest of ;mibassador DIECKHOFP. Llien DIECKHOPP v/as apointed to . 

SPAIN, he invited. Prisoner to come and see him. At the time 
prisoner was a Lt in the iUrmy, att Pr, and working on "Signal"* 

He arranged v/it^ hi^ chief , Gen von WELEL, that he should be officially 
sent to Gen KRillvffiR/wy’ehrrru^chtsattachc at the Embassy, to obtain the 
General's sugge^stions for improvement of the Spanish edition of 
"Signal". KRiU^/IER liad barely heard of the paper, and after half-an- v 
hour's talk, followed by an invitation to dinner. Prisoner's official 
mission was coimpleted. 



23. purpose and Contacts 



Prisoner's real purpose was to obtain for his own use infm 
about political conditions in the UK and USA, and on conditions in 
SP/iIN generally, while at the same tin^e taking advantage of his trip 
as a holiday. Through his' friendship with DIECKHOFP he had access to 
all Embassy reports and'v/as in a position to see documents of ' a 
"Top Secret" nature., which would normally not have been available to 
him, DIECKHOPP had iTiany conversations with Prisoner, in which they 
discussed the international situation, and DIECICHOPP related suCh 
"unofficial" infm as had come to Ms ears* Prisoner further had 
lengthy talks v/ith Gas Rat jgCMlPE C%ie Second Secretary, who also 
seemed well informed. Prisoner met/^i'^st of the Embassy staff, but 
can recall only the names of LAZ^R^^ress Attache), Dr ^TERSE N 
(JCultur Jjd;tachie) and Gen KRilMER. Qj^Prisoner denies that he had-^^riy 
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contacts with KO SP/JK or tried to pui:)p Abw olTrs for infru He 
agrees Aheit probably' he met several offrs, but ho was not aware of 
their duties. In any case. Prisoner claims that without a letter 
from Abw in BERLIN, no Abw offr woiiLd have talked openly to an out- 
sider, Further, DISCKHOPF, as Ambassador, viewed the activities of. 
the KO sourly, since he conaldered it inefficient and consisting 
minly of offrs out. to have a good time* 

Through the Embassy, Prisoner met a number of Spanish journ- 
alists and Foreign Office officials, v/hose naiTies he no 
remerbers. He recalls, however, the name of Manual 

transferred to Y/ASHING-TON ) , with v/hon he had lengthy discussions about 
the trend of the war. . . , ' . 

Prisoner returned via LISBON, v/here he stayed for a fevr days. 
He again contacted German foreign correspondents stationed there, and 
. puraped them for news about the current international situation. Be 
bought a quantity of Allied literature on’ the black market, and 
returned by air to GERMANY. 

24* Secret Memoranduia 

' Although. Prisoner could not make use of most of the infm to , 

which he had been riven access by DIECKIiOFP, he wrote a ”Top Secret" 
report for Maj SOIZ'/i, his departmental chief in W/fer-v/hich v/as passed 
via Gen ‘WEDEL to Gen Obst JODL. It gave Prisoner’s impressions of 
the current situation, as. seen from SPAIN, and served to reinforce 
DIECICHOPF’s pessimistic reports of growing .Allied strength. Some 
straight propavgandist articles appeared in "Signal", and additional 
material v^-as later published in Prisoner’s book "The Age of Ibarus". 
Third Visit 




; Three weeks’ visit to the Gt-rman Embassy as guest of DIECKHOFP. 

1 Substantially^, it v/os a repetition of his previous visit. "Signal" 

I we.s persuaded to send prisoner on a r.;ission to the Pehrmachtsattache 

I to inquire to wha.t purpose he proposed to put the special funds 

j allotted to hira for propaganda aimong the Spanish Blue Div, then 

I ■ already withdravm fro'm RUSSIA. 

j Contacts 

I 

; As before, DIECKHOFF took Prisoner into his full confidence, 

I and showed him i-tUsw Ant documents of interest to Prisoner. Through 

j Embassy contacts. Prisoner met a number of Speanish Foreign ^ff ice 

; officials a^nd journalists, among then again Manuel iiZNAR.A^ DIECKHOFF 

! also ga.ve three receptions for Prisoner; among, the guests were:- 

Spanish priest (name forgotten) Reputed to be confidential 
■ > adviser to PRi^CO. 

CAVEIJ1.ERQ The well-known Spanish writer. 

Editors and diplomatic, corres- 
pondents of "Ya", "Arriba" and "/J3C". 

The Japanese Aaba.ssador. 

The Bulgarian Ambassador. 

Staff of German Embassy. 

While Prisoner was in ]:/AJ}RID the jinglo-Spanish agreement of 
j 2 May 44 was signed (guaranteeing; Spanish neutrality, no more Spanish 

I . war-deliveries to GERJLJMY, internatioru:vl zone in T'ANGfflER, etc) and 
I Prisoner had first-hand infm on the events' preceding it throug;h the 
i ' 

1 



i 

■f 

I 
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the talks DIECKHOFP had with JOFDANh .on the subject* LIECiaiOFF at^ 
the tine was forced to put foinvard RIBBEKTKOP*s polic^^ in his officio,! 
.talks, although he conx>laincd to Prisoner about j'^usw ijot stupidity# 
DIECKHOFF further stated tho,t KO SP/ilN w'as gros.sly overstaffed, o,nd 
giving much more trouble than it was worth (Prisoner has once more 
denied that he knov/ingly net an 3 r Abw offrs or ho,d access to Abw filesj 
in vic-\7 of the Asabaosador’s dislike of this org, it would have been an 
act of disloyalty for "risoncr even to attempt to gather infn from that 
source, ) 




Part of the Prisoner ’ s stay was simply a holiday. He spent 
some time gathering more Spanish niaterial for "The Age of Icarus", and 
accornpenied Gen Konsul POCffi-Ll.§;iER on a duty trip to ILdAlGA, returning 
by train a week later. 



27 . Saturn via LISBON 



y""' journey for four < 
German correspond 



Prom kkJDRID, Prisoner returned via LISBON, v/here he broke his 
or five drys. He again contacted ^ 

^,>.-dents v/hich now also included Dr xHe DiiZ a,bd 

■ d ^-gjSERl(?) of the DNB, and bought quantities of yilliedT-iterature available 
in LISBON, He states tho,t he also had an important talk vrLth 

■^ORTEGA y GASSEJ?, the philosopher. This' conversation v/as held vri.th 
C^_ J:hQ knowledge of'TROTT zu. SOLZ; it v/as a preliminary sounding to find 



out whether, in the event of a successful assassination of HITLER, 
G.*lSSET v/ould be prepared to act as intermedirr’y between the new” Gervaan 
government and the Western iJlies, It appears that ORTEGA reacted 
f avoidably to the hints throvm out by Prisoner, 



/ 



28, Seer e t Memor andua to JODL 



V On his return to GERIvi/i^iy, Prisoner once more wrote a "Top 
Secret" rep^ort on his journey, which was passed to Gen Obst JODL. As 
far as Prisoner remembers, it contained the following points:- 

The Embassj^ is strongly opposed to special propaganda, among 
former members of the Blue Div; propaganda allotments should 
cease. Inside inf’m about evehts leading up to the signing of 
the iinglo-Spanish agreement;. DIECICHOFF*s difficulties in SPAIN 
as a restilt of RIBPENTROP’s "tough" policy; FRj'iNCO*s attitude 
(contrary to Germaui opinion, PR/JMCO is not a Gauleiter, but' a 
shrewd stateman); /mbassador complains that KO is over staffed 
and inefficent; in spite of Spanish promises to the UK, 
wolfram deliveries to GERJL'iljY will continue a.s before# 



As before, several propagandist articles appeared in "Signal"# 

29 . Connections v^ith KO SPfJN 

As vTill be seen from the<^oregoing. Prisoner has denied contact 
with KO SPAIN. He raet LEISSKT®(^Prisoner at DIG) for the first time 
at this Centre, (J0ULE1ENSTI3LER v/as known to Prisoner before, but he 
claims that he v/as only a slight acquaintonce (this has been confirmed 
independently by igaEISNSTlEER, also Prisoner at DIC). 




Shortly after Prisoner's return from SPAIN in Jun KRilMER'' 
asked him to meet a friend of his, an. Abw offr, vvho wD\iId shortly proceed 
to S.PAIN to take over the KO there and bo glad to hear from Prisoner 
about conditions in SPAIN, specifically of the Ambassador's attitude 
towards the KO. irisoner agreed to meet IQIEYENSTUBER at his flat in 
jLIHjIN, ■ He told him of DIECI\HOFP’s prejudice r?.gainst the KO and 
Ahv7 personnel, and gave him so3:ie hints on how /to improve public 
relcatidns betv/een the .Embassy and the KO# , yKLEIENSTIIBER asked 



was in effect no nore than a courtesy call* No int or political infn 
v/as exchanr;ed* 



Prisoner denies a'ny knov/ledge of Spanish int sources* He 
^/as nerely'aware that OSTRO operated from SPAIN; the nanie Paul 
Ai^/piDPl/rUC means nothing: to. him* For reasons already started Prisoner 
refrained from closer inquiry* 



V* VISITS TO DENMiJ^K 

30* COPENHiiGEN* Apr 44 

Officially, Prisoner was sent there by “Signal" to write an 
article on Qermim adm in DENl'i'iRK. His stay lasted about five days* 

His real purpose v/as to make contact with .BEST > German 
plenipotentiary in DENIiiiRK* Prisoner states that the "20th July 
circle" for some time had been sounding prominent Nazi personalities 
on their attitude to the regime, cand gauging; their probable reaction 
to the assassination of HiTIlIR, At TROTT zu SOLZ* suggestion 
Prisoner went to see BICST, since rumours had reached the conspirators 
that BEST, in spite of his bad Nazi record in EENM/*RK PRANCE, 
belonged to the moderates in the Party* 

Prisoner easily obtained an interview, BEST knew of 
. Prisoner through his writings, and Prof SIX had previcccly told 
Prisoner that BEST v/ould be glad to make his acquaintance* BEST 
was surprisingly frarik: with Prisoner;^ he criticised the conduct of 
the war, and the incomprehensible attitude of the Reich Governinent 
(their circimilocution for HITLER).- BEST talked- at length about his 
.feo.rs that DEM.IAI'^K would be the targ-et of an Sillied diversionary 
invasion, and that in such a case the nilit^ury side would look grim# 
Prisoner did not cojrimit himself either way, but later reported to 
■TROTT that BEST, if properly approached, v/ould co-operate# 

I'Vbile in COPENHAGEN, Prisoner met KRAIffiR. They , systematiccilly 
reviewed the international situa.tion* . This v/as of no special 
significance, since KIUll^/IER usua,lly visited Prisoner about once a month 
in BERLIN for the saj-.ie purpose, (see Appendix A, para 13)* 

Prisoner published an article, "The Headaches of a Reichs-' 
kommissar", in "Signal”' few weeks ai’ter hisreturn to BERLIN* 

31. Visit .to COPENHAGEN, Dec . 

This was again of a few days* duration, officialy undertaken 
for "Signal", By then Prisoner v/as already working for SCHELLENBERG, 
and v/as, given g±eat freedom by "Signal", who were aware of his 
highly-placed connections# 

The war was drawing to a close and SCPIELLENBERG was trying 
peace feelers. On the other hand HITLER, KEITEL and 
Ti.,i:vB0^M were in favour of a last-ditch defence of NORWi^T and DENMi®K# 
¥lth SCHELLENBERG * s knowledge and approval, Pr Ison^ex <>on tacted BEST. 
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Firstly, he xyished to find out whether BEST wc\s still. in opposition* 
He found BEST more stronf'ly opposed than over, and without promptln£i:;i 
BEST stated catei^orically tliat ho would never allov/ DENM/JRK to 
iDecone the scene of fighting, ond thouglit TERBOVEN* s policy for NORY/iiY 
madness* BEST gave Prisoner a hitix\g character-sketch of TERBOVEN^ 
and talked at length about Danish <af fairs* He though the Danish 

Resistance movement was insignificant ~ at the most he estimated it 
at 30,000 men - and discounted a rising as unlikely# On the other 
hand, BEST was worried by the Danish strikes, and said he had been 
ordered to carry out repressive measures. He had, he chained > asked 
permission to resign, but had been ordered by HITLER to carry oni 
Nevertheless, should he be ordered to shoot Danish hostages as 
reprisals, he would resign rather than be responsible for the 
executions. Prisoner oarefull3J^ inquired what connections BEST had 
v/-ith SWEDEN, but -BEST apparently had no contacts thore» Prisoner 
hinted that events might be moving fast,, and v 7 as assured thavt v/hile 
BEST was in comrAand, no last-ditch defence of DENl^IiEK would be under-* 
taken* 

Prisoner also invited KRJMER to COPENIDiGENji. and they had 
another talk, this tine quite open on both sides, since Prisoner, 
as ’’Egmont” Wcos aware of KRJaffll\’s int activities^ 

Nothing appeared in print about Prisoner's visit to EENMiYRK}' 
he merely reported verbally to SCHELLEITBERG the results of his talks# 



oOo* 




